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CUTION BY VATSERIAN. 


- Another persecution began under Valerian, 
in 287, and c@ntinued for three years and six 
months. The most eminent martyrs were the 
following, though neither rank, sex, nor age, 
were regarded. Rufina and Secunda were two 
ladies of Rome. Rufina was designed in mar- 
riage for Armentarius; Secunda for Verinus, 
persons of rank. The suitors, at the time of 
the persecution, were both Christians; but 
when danger appeared, they renounced their 
faith to save their fortunes. They took great 
pains to persuade the ladies to do the same, 
but disappointed of their purpose, the lovers 
were base enough to inform igainst the ladies, 
who were brought before Donatus, governor of 
Rome, where they sealed their profession with 
their blood. Stephen, bishop of Rome, was be- 
headed in the same year; and about that time 
Saturninus, the pious bishop of Thoulouse, re- 
fusing to sacrifice to idols, was fastened by the 
feet to the tail of a bull; when upon a signal 
given, the enraged animal wag driven down the 
steps of the temple, and the martyr’s brains were 
dashed out. Sextugssucceeded Stephen as bish- 
op of Rome. He is supposed to have been a 


Greek by birth. His singular wisdom and: 


courage, distinguished him upon many occa- 
sions. Marcianus procured an order from the 
emperor Valerian to put to death all the Chris- 
tian clergy in Rome, and hence the bishop, with 
six of his deacons, suffered martyrdom in 258. 
Laurentius was the principal of the deacons. 
The persecutors commanded him to give an ac- 
count to the emperor of the church treasures. 
This he promised to do in three days, during 
which he collected a great number of aged, help- 
less poor; he then went to the magistrate, and 
presenting them, said, “These are the true 
treasures of the church.” He was then beaten 
with iron rods, set upon a wooden horse, and had 
his limbs dislocated; and was fastened on a 
gridiron, with a slow fire under it, that his 
déath might be the moe lingering. His con- 
stancy during these tflals, and the serenity of 
his countenance while under torments, gave 
the spectators a proof of the value of the Chris- 
tian religion: many became converts. | 
In Africa, the persecution raged with pecu- 
liar violence. Thousands received the crown of 
martyrdom, and amongst others, Cyprian, bishop 
of Carthage. Cecilius, a Christian minister of 
Carthage, became the happy instrument of 
Cyprian’s conversion, before which he was an 
 idolater and had studied magic. Previous to 
his baptism, he studied the Scriptures with care, 
and being struck with the truths they contained, 
he determined to practise the virtues therein 
recommended. After his baptism, he sold his 
estate, and distributed the money among the 
poor. He was soon after made a presbyter, and, 
being admired for his virtues and his works, on 
the death of Donatus, he was elected bishop of 
Cafthage. Cyprian’s care not only extended 
ever Carthage, but to the churches of Numidia 
_and Mauritania.‘ In the year 250, Cyprian was 
publicly proscribed by the emperor Decius, and 
the cry of the Pagans was “Cyprian to the 
Tions.” The bishopghowever, withdrew from the 
rage of the populaté, and during his retirement 


| DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.” 
Kennedy, Book- 


- 


cution. , Whose who differed upon eagth, wére 
afterwards united,-we may hope, in that heaven- 


‘ly world where there is no error or sin. Many 
} African bishops and others were sent to work at 
{thepunes. 

At ‘Cesarea, in Cappadocia, a child named 
Cyril wag persecuted by children, and driven by 


hig father out of the house. The judge said to 


‘| him, “My child, I will pardon ‘your faultssa® 


yqur father shall receive you again. It is 1 

your powes~to enjoy four father’s estate, pro- 
vided you are wise and take care ‘of your own 
interest.” “I rejoice to bear reproach,”. said 
the. child, “God, will receive me: I am not 


sorry that I am driven out of our house, | shall 


have a better mansion;,I fear not death, because 
it will introduce me into a better life.” He was 
then led away to martyrdom. ‘‘ Your fire and 
your, sword I don’t regard,” said he, “I go toa 


‘| better house,I go to more excellent riches; de- 
Huatingdon John Peebles Rev Jno M‘Elhenny 


spatch me presently, that I may enjoy them.” 
Those who saw him wept. ‘“ You should rather 
rejoice,” said he, “you know not what a city I 


am going to inhabit, nor what ismy hope.” The 
people were astonished at the constancy of the 
young maityr. O reader, young reader espe- 
cially, if this child could die for his Saviour’s 
glory, should you not live to the glory of the Re- 
deemer? Should not you remember that you 
-} are not your own, but bought with a price, and 
| should glorify God with your body and spirit, 


which are God’s? When two men, condemned 
for being Christians, came to suffer, Nicephorus, 
who had formerly injured Sapricius, humbly 


“| bepged forgiveness, and by God’s gtace died a 


faithful martyr.. .Sapticius, who would not for- 
give him, denied the faith, and became an apos- 

At.Utica, many Christians were placed round 


a burning lime-kiln.. A pan of coals and incense 
being prepared, they were required either to 
sacrifice to Jupiter, or to be thrown into the kilh. 
On refusing they were suffocated. Fructuosus, 
bishop of Tarragona, in Spain, and his two 
deacons, Augurius and Eulogius, were burnt for 
being Christians. Alexander, Malchus, and 


Priscus, three Christians of Palestine, with a 


woman, were devoured by tigers. Maxima, 
Donatilla, and Secunda, three young women of 
Tuburga, had gall and vinegar given them to 
drink, were then scourged, tormented on a gib- 
bet, rubbed with lime, scorched on a gridiron, 
and at-length beheaded. 


It is here proper to notice the miserable end 


of the empero: Valerian, who had so long perse- 
cuted the Christians. He was taken prisoner by 
Sapor, king of Persia, whoanede him kneel as 
the meanest slave, and trod upon him when he 
mounted his horse. After having kept him for 
seven years in slavery, he caused his eyes to be 
put out, though he was then 83 years of age. 
He soon after ordered that his body should be 
flayed alive, agg rubbed with salt, under which 
torments he expired. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine. 
HISTORICAL NOTICES 
RESPECTING THE EARLY MILLENNARIANS. 


(Concluded.) 
Whilst it may be proved and made evident, 


from contemporaneous circumstances, that this 
view of the millenium was ciffused among many, 
yet are we not so to understand it as though 
this were the general doctrine of the church. 
We have too few sources of information from 
the different parts of the church in these early 
times to be able to pronounce with certainty 
and precision on this point. The doctrine of 
the millennium, as entertained by Papias, 
Ireneus, and Justin Martyr, indicgtes its origin 
from one country and from one source. Dif: 
ferent was it with respect to those churches— 
as, fer example, the Romish churches—wheie 
an anti-judaical mode of thinking prevailed. 
We consequé¢htly find afterwards in Rome an 
anti-millenniary opinion, which might previous- 
ly have existed, and only through the opposition 
against the Montanists have been developed. 
The same may be said of the anti-millenial 
opinion which Ireneeus combated, and which | 
he distinguishes from those views of the Gnos- 
tics which were opposed to the millenium. It 
was natural, nevertheless, that the zealous ad- 
herents of the doctrine of the millennium} 
should declare all opposition to the same, as 
that which was characteristic of that sect. 


Two causes combined together for the gene- 


tal suppression of this view of the millennium: 
on.the one side the opposition against the 


Montanists, on the other the influence of the 


spirit which proceeded from the Alexandrian 
school... Whilst the Montanists laid great 
J.weight on these millennial expectations, and 
although they understood them not entirely in 
a carnal sense, yet, as many extravagant, de- 
lineations of the things which then shoyld hap- 
pen were diffused through their enthusiastic 


visions, so the whole character of the millen- 


nium was lost in these views. An anti-millen- 
miary party, which had ‘already existed from 
very early times, took occasion from this to at- 
‘tack the millennium still more heavily; and the 


most weighty opponents of the Montanists ap- 
pear to have combated this as belonging to the 
Montanist heresy. The Presbyter Caius at 
Rome, in his letter against the Montanist Pro- 


clus, sought to denounce it as an heretical doc- 


trine, spread by the odious Gnostic Cerinthus ; 


and it is not unlikely, though not altogether 
certain, that he pronounced the book of the 
Apocalypse to be surreptitious, because it}, 
seemed to favour these views of the millen- 
nium. 


Thus did the intellectual and philosophical 


procedure of the Alexandrian school, which 
had exercised so much influence in spiritual- 


izing the system of religious truth, conduce 


also to promote spiritual conceptions of the 
kingdom of God and Christ. Origen was, es- 
pecially, a strenuous opponent of the carnal re- 
presentations of the millennium. He sought 
to @gplain, in a different manner, those figura- 
expressions of the Old-and New.Testa- 
, to which the millenarians clung, and 
which they all understood in: literal sense. 


ed, that the 


yy 


-Aléxandrian school, ‘Maintained the greatest 
opposition to the carnal dnd 'Jiteral expositions | 
moderate Alexan- 


of the millennarians. 
clined to‘abolish sound | 


allegorical 


¢ 


drians, who were not ifclin 
criticism, did not certainly reject the Apoca- 
lypse as’ an uncanonical book; but,’ to deprive 


‘the millenarians of its assistance; they opposed 
‘its literal construction. ‘Hence it was ‘nattral 


that the spirit of the Alexandrian’ school'should 
not so easily diffuse itself from Alexandria to 


| the -other parts of Egypt, which in refined edu- 
gation remained so far behind this flourishing” 
a of literature.’ A pious bishop, named Ne- 


pos, was a zealous advocate of ‘this carnal mil- 
lennium; and he, for the defence of the same 
against the Alexandrian school, wrote a book, 
under the title of “The refutation of the Alle- 
gorists,” in which he probably interwove a the- 
ory of the millennium, according to his antl- 
allegorical mode ‘of deciphering the Apocalyp- 
se.* This book appears to have found great 
accéptance, both amongst the clergy and the 


laity in these parts, since it generally happen® 


that men are most ‘disposed to pursue those 


subjects wifith’ amuse the fancy, rathet than 


those which purify, warm, and viyify the heart; 
and make an appeal tothe will. They thought 
to discover in this book great mysteries and 
explanations respecting the future; and many 
occupied themselves more with the the theory 
af Nepos than with the Bible and its sacred 
truths. It happened, in this instance, as is- 
commonly the case, when men, through zeal 
for favourite theories which do not accord with 
the nature of the gospel, are driven the farthest 
from that spirit of love which is the chief point 
of practical Christianity... Hence they de- 
nounced those as heretics who would not par- 
ticipate in those views; and. it was even car- 
ried so far that whole churches separated them- 
selves, on this account, from the mother church 
at Alexandria. A clergyman, of the name of 
Koration, stood, after the death of Nepos, at 
the head of this party. Had Dionysius, bishop 
of Alexandria, used only his official authority— 
had he, through his mandate, condemned the 
heresy—there would have been the erm of a 
permanent schism; and if he had attempted to 
suppress the millennarians by absolute com- 
mand, they would probably have been only the 
more enthusiastic in the defence of their sys- 
tem. But Dionysius, the worthy scholar of the 
great Origen, proved how love, moderation, 
and true Christian freedom (which only is the 
companion of love), can effect that which can 
be attained by no authority and nolaw. When 
he might, as others have done, have forgotten 
the Christian in the bishop, his love to souls 
impelled him to visit in person each church. 
He allowed the clergy, who had espoused the 
notions of Nepos, to come together; and he 


permitted all laymen who desired information 


concerning these subjects, to be present at the 
discussion. The book of Nepos was produced: 
three days the bishop disputed from morning 


to evening with the clergy respecting its con- 


tents. He heard patiently all their objections, 
and he sought to refute them from the -word of 


God. He investigated all, expressly, accord- 


ing to the direction of Scripture; and the con- 


sequence wés—-one, indeed, that. seldom pro- 
ceeds from «theological disputaticns—that the 
clergy thanked him for his information, and 
Koration himself renounced immediately, in 


the presence of all, his former notiaus, and de- 


clared himself fully convinced of the truth of 


the. contrary opinions. After Dionysius, in 


such, a manner, had again restored unity of 


faith amongst the churches, he wrote, for the 


{confirmation of those who through his inter- 


ference had been convinced, and for the infor- 
mation of others, who still retained the notions 
of Nepos, his book concerning the promises. 
Here, also, the Christian mildness and modera- 
tion with which he decided respecting Nepos, 
deserves to be remarked. ‘In many other 
points,” said he, “I regard and love Nepos, as 
it relates to his faith, his diligence, his tho- 
rough knowledge of the holy Scriptures, and 
also on account of the many hymns which have 
been composed by him, and from which many 


of the brethren have had gréat delight. And 
so much the more do I revere the man, since he 
already has entered into his rest: but dearer 
‘and more valuable than all others is truth to me. 


We must love him and accord with him when 
he says what is right; but examine and correct 
him when he appears to have written what is 
wrong.”—Algermeine' Geschute der Christli- 
chen Religion et Kirche, Von Dr. August. 
Neander. Theil. 3. Pagina, 1088. 


* Nepos, according to the information afforded 
by Lardner, lived in the year 244 or 241. 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


EXPERIENCE XXVII. 


Being sad and dejected, because I had sin- 
ned at a time I was under the afflicting hand of 
God, | was very much revived by Isa. lviii. 17, 
18, ‘ For the iniquity,'&c.—was I wroth, and 
smote him—I hid me—and he went on froward- 
ly in the way of his heart—TJ have seen his ways, 
and will heal him: I will lead him also, and 
restore comforts unto him,” &c. Having af- 
terwards sinned again, and been overpowered 
by a corruption which had often prevailed over 
me, I was caused to observe from that scripture 
farther, that it was not only a single act of sin 
which was committed, “but he went on fro- 
wardly in the way of his heart ;” and God saith, 
“T have seen seen his ways, and I will heal 
him.” It was a stay to my faith.—Here I ob- 
serve what I have often found, viz. 1. Dejection 
is a fore-runner of consolation.’ Seldom have 
I had trouble upon my spitit, but if I have eyed 
and followed after God, he hath took it off by 
some word of promise. 2. The observing and 
pondering of every word and circumstance in 
a promise is of great use ; as it has been to me. 
3. God opens his promises gradually ; some- 
times hinting and discovering one thing, and 
then another, in the promise. | 

Being foiled by sin, I was raised to my form- 
er hope and affiance in God, by Phil.i.6. The 
apostle’s confidence was not on their fidelity, 
but on God’s, * that he would perform what he 
had begun ;” and saith. “ until the day of Jesus 
Christ,” rather than until the day of their death, 


| (probably) because he was confident, nét“6nly 


for.the Phillippians, but fer all the children of 
God, till the coming of Christ. —, 
Being another time foiled with the same cor- 


ruption, and my heart sinking in wg 
6 


frame, I was much revived from Jam. iv. 5 


‘“ The spirit that dwelleth in us, lusteth to envy,: 


but he (God) giveth more grace ;”—where ; 


corrupt natures are most prone to, and are 
deeply’ rooted in our 


> 


sor: the womb.-For my name's sake will I 
defer’ my anger, and.for my praise will I. refrain 


me when I had set a 


seed,” &c. Two days after, 1 began the day 
with discourse with some friends, before I had 
been at my private communion with God; I|80 many swarms of insects, for the purpose 
met with a gentle rebuke from the providence | of desolating all parts of his country, and plun- 
of God, in my family affairs: and my heart was | dering or cutting off all ranks of peopla, from 
flat in family duty, and straitened in private. I| the highest to the lowest (17—20). 

took this as an item to begin with God, beforelI| . The remaining verses (21—25) contain a beau- 
In the evening God came | tiful and pathetic description of a land utterly 


converse with men. 
desolate and forsaken: ‘the vineyards dnd. 


dn graciously to me, in my family exercise. 


FEARS AND HORES. 


hour was come. I was then but ignorant, and 
knew not how to live by faith; and, wanting 
senge, was discouraged. 
which the sacrament was to be given: my fears 
and sorrows increased, and I was tempted not 
to communicate. There was one Mr. R. B. 


serving the tables; he proponed an objection 


not: tell me, wast thou seeking Christ or not 
this week ?” Yes” quoth I quietly. ‘’Tis like 
thou hast found something then: and did Christ | 
drop in myrrh in the lock of the door of thy selves. 
heart ere he went away? know it, poor soul, 
he will come again, for that is his token; and 
thou mayst come here, and in his name I invite 
thee?” This drew me to come, though I found 
no sensible presence at the time; and there- 
upon ensued great fears. 
R. B. did in the afternoon encourage me again, 
so as I resolved to pluck up my heart again. 

I finding these discouragements did no good, 
and that comforting of my heart did no ill, did 
resolve to cheer myself, and used some general 


Yet the same Mr. 


‘ 


of 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM. 


eing troubled that I had sinned against | delicate food ay butter and honey was an ém+ 
God under his.cotrecting hand, and having|blem. 

thessby.lost my former comfort which God had} | «his prophecy, however, is introduced with 
spoken to my soul after my former backslidings; 
I sighed over the great treachery and unstead- 
fastness of wgy heart ; and casting about in my | 80 emplzatic, that however applicable the terms 
thoughts where I should find a suitable word to} might be to the case immediately in view, they 
God. brought to my remembrance, Isa. 


mine own'sake, even for mine own sake will Z| plishment of this prophecy, sée 2 
do it;” which gave me abundant refreshment, 


| diction. , 


EXPERIENCE XXVIII. | | 
_ Tset apart a day for fasting and prayer, in be- but applied for aid to the king of Assyria 
half of my daughter, that had been so long sick. | (2 Kings xvi. 7, 8). Upon which the prophet 
And in the evening had my faith revived, from | foretells the calamities about to ensue from Yn 


deliverance, Ahaz*could not trust in God, 


{sa. xliv. 3. “I will pour my spirit upon thy this powerful ally, “the hired razor,” whee 
forces aided by Egyptian auxiliaries (Ush, 
Annal. ad A. M. 3294,) God would hist, tike 


corn fields, before well cultivated, are now 
over-run with briers and thorns ; the pasture so 


EXPOSITION OF 2 PETER, 
| Chapter III. v. 9. 


I began with- 


ANALYSIS OF ISAIAH. 


The king of Judah and the royal family being 
in the utmost consternation, on. receiving ac- 
counts of the invasion of the kings of Syria and 
Israel, the prophet is sent to assure them, that 
God would make good his promises to David | question. 
and his house; so that, although they might be 
corrected, they could. not be destroyed while 
e accomplished. This is 
7th, “8th, and beginning 

The 7th begins with an 


these remained to 
the subject of th 
of the 9th chapters. 


Jews. Butasthe obj 
tant, the prophet 


at might be 


hearts and spirits, are con-| efiemi d,a 


WC RS A YEAR, IN ADVANC®#. VOL. 


SO — solemnity, the circumstances of it so: 
uliarly marked the nam ‘child a mead 
ful of his word ;. but this, which they re 
delay, in order toundermine the belief th teucly 
must be allowed to refer.‘chieily to the great ; 
‘¢] knew that thou wouldest deal | Deliverer, who was afterwards to be born of a 
very treacherously, and wast called a transgres-| virgin; and who, in the sequel of this very 
prophecy (viii. 8), is characterized as Lord or 
Prince of the land of Judah.—We must always 
for thee, that cat thee not off.” .While I was | remember, that it is the manner of this prophet, 
musing and pondering hereon, and new kope} tq connect temporal and spiritual deliverances 
put into'me, the Lord ict in further comfort | together, and that frequently the view of the 
from y¥. 10-11, which is rendered by Piscater, | latter, rushing powerfully on his mind, absorbs, 
Behold Pwill refine thee, and I will make thee | as it were, every thought of the former. . 
h the S:rtiace of, affliction—for} With regard to the more immediate accom- 


— —_ 


‘thus: “The Lord ig not dilatoly 
rthe promise mado to his people respecting the _” 
coming of the Lord Jesus to judgmentyas 


impiously suggest, as if the Lord were unanj vo 


ever come, is an exercise ff the kind: 


ple "that none of us should pérish with the’ 
scoffers and ungodly already’ mentioned, but’ 
that all of usin all generations, should be turns, 

ed from‘ our iniquities by gonuite, .grace- 
wrought repentance.” Fr 


30, and xvi. 9, wherq@we have an account of 
and did marvelously strengthen my hope in|the captivity of Israel and Syria ®y Tiglath- 
God.—He lds this note; “‘ This was given | pileser, and of the death of Pekah Retzin, 
part some time to humble all within three years after the date of this pre- 


of the Redeemer’s person and work, 80 nei ae 
er can I adopt their sentiments respecting ee 


rank, and the cattle left upon it so few, that a 
Tie Lord withdrawing that comfortable pre- | young cow, and a couple of sheep, having full 
sence which I enjoyed before, hfmbled me very | range shall yield abundence of milk to the 
much, and mists began to arise, and the sky to| scanty family of the owner: the thinly scattered 
darken: but that which indeed raised my exer- | people live not on corn, wine, and oil, the pro- 
cise to some height, was reading in Shepherd’s | duce of cultivation, but on milk and honey, 
‘‘Sound Believer,” wherein he describes the | the gifts ef nature ; and the whole land is giv- 
manner of true conversion: and@‘asl read, I ap- | en up to the wild beasts; so that the miserable 
prehended that God had not dealt thus with me, | inhabitants are forced to go out with bows and 
and that [ had not found such a work on my 
spirit as he describes, (this was through mis-| those wild beasts, or to procure sustenance by 
understanding him,) and therefore that I was | hunting.” 
not as yet converted; and therefore that* my 
communicating* would be still an eating un- 
worthily: and seeing what I met with was not 
Christ, I knew not who he might be, or what I 


arrows either to defend themselves against 


Although this prophecy may relate more im- 
mediately to the invasion of Sennacherib, it is 
probable, from the strong terms of it, that it 
may have a further view to the calamities that 
should do; and so was turned desperate. ‘This| were inflicted by the king of Babylon; who 
wrought sorrow in mv heart for a natural con-} may be designed by his former title of king of 
dition, and I, sought the Lord in beaviness of | Assyria.—Dr. J. Smith. a 
heart, and indeed was not idle : but discourage- 4 
ments increased, and still nothing but absence, 
insomuch as I thought my condition worse than 
I sought the Lord night and day, as 
much through sense of the danger of the want 
of him, as through any thing @lse; but all 
would not do: neither weekly sermons, books, 2, 
counsels nor prayers, could draw Jesus till his 

We are aware that there is a difference of 
opinion among commentators segpecting this 
The Sabbath came, on | text; some gatending the .te 


‘** The lord is not slack concerning his promise, 
as some men count slackness ; but is long-suffering 
to usward, not willing that any should perish, but 


to 
the whole human race, and others limitingsit to 
the people of God,—-that is, toall who have sus- 
tained, or ever will sustain the character of de- 
which some doubting christians might have:—| lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Tous, either 
** Many will say,” saith he, “Oh! I fear to draw 
on more guiltin my communicating. But, Oh!” 
said he, “* would to God that there were many 
of this judgment! but I will tell thee, poor 
doubting thing, whether thou mayst come or | and the design of the sacred writer. But as 
both interpretations cannot be correct, it may 


not be amisss to examine the passage for our- 


interpretation is equally welcome, provided it 
be obviously the true interpretation, founded 
upon the connexion and scope of the context, 


Grotius may be considered as expressing 
the opinion of all the sober interpreters, who 
extend the’signification of “ usward” 
mankind. On the words which follow,— not 
willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance’,——he remarks, that 
* this 1s not to be understood in an absolute and 
unrestricted sense: but that God is willing, as 
far as it may consist with his justice and good- 
encouraging considerations to myself, andthere- | ness.” This is a sense of the words, which 
with was some way strengthened to*go about 
my generation-work. Thou -art tow engaged 
to he the Lord’s servant; wait upon him, and 
trust thy reward unto him. This advice did no 
Thereafter sermons were v 
me, and so was the exercise of all spiritual 
duties, so as I grew in the knowledge of the 
of God; and the more I knew, I was the]. h 
more delighted in him: every spiritual duty did plucked by him 
relish with me, and I was not well but when out | burning.” . 
of one duty into another; yea, the most cold| But although this sense of the passage be a 
prayers and discourses anent godliness were | truth, it qo 
sweet, and opportunities of prayer and getting oat 
good were highly prized by me. 
ina month’s time thereafter to be more slack ; 
but the Lord warned me of it, and I mended 
my pace.—J. Fraser. 


conveys a pleasing and incontrovertible truth. 
The whole of God’s dispensations towards man- 
kind, manifestly show that he is both just and 
ry sweet unto | good; and that under his holy government none 
can perish but those that deserve to perish ;—— 
nay, that countlegs millions who merited perdi- 


ot appear to us to be the true 
sense 0 fssage. What persons does the 
apostle with himself im*the’term 
ward?’ The remark may be made‘here, in 
passing, that one of the oldest and bes}. manu- 
scripts of the New Testament,.vig..the Alex- 
andrine, together with the Philoxenkin Syriac, 
Etiriopic, and Latin Vulgate versions, instead 
of “ usward,” read propter vos,“ for your sake.” 
If this be not the true reading, it shews at least, 
what was the opinion of a considerable portion 
of the Christian Church, at an early period, re- 
specting the proper reference of the term in 


It is evident that there is a clear distinction 
made in the text, between those with whom the 
apostle includes himself, and the “‘ some,” who 
are said to count the Lord’s long-suffering 
account of the occasion of the prophecy (1—3), | ««slackness.” In the same way, they are ad- 
and then follows (4—9) a‘prediction of the ill 
success of the Israelites and Syrians against 
The particular period in which 
Ephraim or Israel should be no more a nation 
is foretold; which prophecy was punctually ful- 
filled by the total depopulation of theircountry by 
Esarhaddon, who gleaned away all the remains 
that had been left by former conquerofs. From 
this period the ten tribes were no longer a dif- 
ent people, but were counfounded with the 
ople of Judah in the captivity, and with thefn 
comprehended ever since in the gemeral name of 
ectofthisconsolation wasdis- 
—16) gives Ahaz the pros- 
pect Of a nearer deliverance, by telling him, 
y the time a child 
born of a young woman, then a virgin, should 
saw, that even our strongest sins, such as ousgeome to the age of distinguishing between good 
‘ nnd evil; that is, in a few years, the ‘present 

should:be destroyed, and there 


dressed in the beginning of the chapter, sepa- 
rately from those who are called “scoffers, 
walking after their own lusts,” and from ‘“un- 
godly men,” for whom (v. 7.) the day of judg- 
ment is said to be “the day of perdition.” 
They are addressed as “ beloved,” and as, pos- 
sessed of “ pure minds;” (v. 1.) again, as * be- 
loved,” (v. 8.) and so, throughout the rest of 
the chapter, they are kept in view by the apos- 
tle, and are either spoken of, or addressed, as 
believers. Nothing can be more obvious, |, 
therefore, than that the term “ usward” includes 
believers only; and consequently, that the as 
words, “ any—all,” which follow in the latter$8ve Virtue up to unl 
part of the verse, refer to precisely the sane 


I 
II. 


| reqgpitulation, or for- 
mal jntrodaction, I proceed to my sec@nd gene- 
ral remark. 4 
2. As I cannot agsent to the Unitarian’s 


the object of his sufferings and death. There’ 
is sudh aclose connexion between the doctrine 
respecting his person and that of the object of 
his death, that they must stand of fall togetlier. 
Yet, without going upon the ground of nly first’ 


‘remark, it will’ be easy to show how unteason- 


able, as well as unscriptural, are the Unitarian’ 
views of the subject now under consideration. | 
I confess it is not easy to ascertaim what = 
Unitarian sentiments are, respecting the design 
of Christ’s death. Their views on the subject 
seem to be very vague. They tell us in the 
“ Answer,” that “ He guffered in order to de- 
liver us from sin.” = This is true: but it 18 so- 
general, that it will apply to many things besides , - 
his sufferings. He was born to deliver us’ 
frog sin; he was*baptised and anointed with 
the’ Holy Ghost above measure, to deliver us’, 
from sin; he preached, sent his apostles, and 
still sends his ministers to peach for the same 
purpose. He arose from the dead, ascended 
to the throne of the universe, administers all 
the affairs of Providence, for the good of his . 
Church, or to deliver its members from sin,—_ 
and he allows his people themselves to suffer; 
in order to deliver them from sin. Under the 
same head the ‘“ Answer” says, “The grand’ 
and leading purpose of the death of Christ was 
to promote our virtue and piety, and in this” 
way, our forgiveness and: everlasting happi- 
ness,”—clearly and unequivocally stating our 
virtue and piety as the grounds our pardon: 
that is, God will pardon all our past transgres- 
sions of his law, as a boon for our not transgrésa- . 
ing any more. Now, either the unscriptu 
notion is involved in this, that we can live with- 
out sin, and that our piety and-virtue are age 
perfect, as the law of God requires,or else, 


God will pardon our past sin if we yield a sin- 


cere, though imperfect -obedience, herea ting — 

r obedience, perfect or imperfect, or fer the . 
sake of our piety and virtue, is absurd. I have * 


shown, in my first letter, that if God could’ 


+forgive sin without the penalty being answered, 


it would be a pardon contrary to his law, and 
and so far from being an act of grace, inspiring 
love and veneration for his chara€@ter, and con- 
fidence in his goodness, it would fill us with 
horror and dismay. 

The “Answer” goes on to “inquire how 
the blood of Christ cleanses ys from all sin? “A 
and says, “ the first reply which the scriptures 
furnish us with, is that he died as an example 
of virtue;”.and then quotes 1, Pet. 11. 21.’ 
“Christ suffered for us, leaving ug@m@ example 
that we should follow his steps.” Another text 
is quoted, which refers to the character of our 
Lord as an illustrious example of humility; but 


the writers of the “Answer” trouble’ us with | _ 


no other passages to prove that the sufferings ” 
of Christ were intended principally as an “\@x: 


ample of virtue.” In the second plaée, they tell’** * 


us, that **Christ died, that he might rise agaja! sf 
and thus confirm the truth 6f his mission, and 7 
our hope of future life;” and in the third 
place, they say, “* The death of Jesus was a 
sacrifice in the cause of human virtue and wel- — 
fare” Now what explanation does all this 
give us of the matchless sufferings of the Son 
of God generally? Why does the “Answer” 
confine itself to the death of Christ? _ Was he 
not a sufferer all his life upon earth Did he 
not suffer in the.garden before his enemies ap- _ 
prehended him, when he was in such an spony | 
that he sweat, as it were, great drops of b | 
falling down to the ground? What account | 

can Unitarians or Socinians give of this agony ? 
Will they say that it was fear°of what he was 
to suffer in his body on the cross? How such 


an answer would degrade our Saviour! ‘They... 


would make us believe that the guilty thieves 
that were crucified with him, had more forti- 
tude than “‘He who was holy, harmless, and 
undefiled!” How many of his martyrs, Before 
and since, have suffered equal, or far greater, 
bodily torture, and neither in yiew of it, mg : 
during ‘its continuance, uttered a cQm- 
plairrt, but rather, were cheerful and exalted ip 
their sufferings! For the honour, therefore, 
of my dear Redeemer, I will believe, for the 
Scriptures require me to believe, that, he wag 
drinking the cup of Infinite wrath on account 
of sin: not his own; for he knew no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth but | 
‘He was made sin for us,” and’ ‘ béffe our sins 
in his own body on the tree.” Now, let mg 
seriously ask you, and I hope you will serious- 
ly consider the question, and give me a satis- 
factory answer—for this little book called “‘The 
Answer,” says nothing about it;—if you believe 
that Jesus was holy, and without sin, which he , 
surely was personally, how will you reconcile. . 
it with the goodness and justice of his heaven- 
ly Father in allowing, or permitting, (if you 
will not admit that he inflicted its) sach suffer- 
ings to be inflicted on’a person perfectly pure 
and innocent, who had. -never given him the 
least offence—his well beloved Son—his only 
begotten Son, in whom he was well pleased—- | 
a Son who always @lfilled toa tittle his Father's, . 
will—whose meat and drink, whosé whole - 
pleasure it was to'do.that will. 


This is my question: what answer will you 
give? Surely, you will not say that God gage 

such innocence and virtue up suffering, 
merely as “an example of virtue.” What! 
of suffering in order . 
to recommend virtue I™-Job guffered greatly, 
but Job was a sinngr, |jMfe.the zest of mankind. 
Bot for innocence tombe -etibjected ‘to -enfléring 


gJostice forbides his ges difficulty: which 
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points; and em, therefore, most anxious to 
avoid all rash imputations. But it is perfectly 
consistent with this anxiety, to examine what 
appears to be implied eo statements and 
reasonings usually advanced in of their 
negative scheme. This isall that I havealready 
attempted, or yet intend to do; and, as my ob- 
ject is simply to elicit truth, and endeavour to 
bring all parties to a more distinct understand- 
ing of each other’s sentiments, I shall be grati- 
fied by. the correction of any mistakes into 
which I may unintentionally fall.—I shallfthere- 
fore, endeavour to analyze the system a little 
more particularly; with a view to determine 
the positive principles that seem to be involved 
in it, and in the reasoning by which it is often 
su 

system under consideration, then, might 
be appropriately called the No-Creed system, 
as most expressive of its negative character. 
The nearest approach which it makes to a posi- 
tive form, is found in the statement which its 
friends often make,—that they object to all 
Creeds but the Bible; or, in language still 
more ‘direct, that they take the Bible as their 
only Creed. Let us, therefore examine a little 
farther the import of sucha statement. It, of 
course, admits the existence of a Creed in the 
church ; but it leaves in great unceftainty the 
subject of that Creed. The subject is no doubt, 
said generally to be the Bible. But still the 
question already mentioned recurs,—What 
about the Bible: Its meaning, or merely its in- 
spiration? The language employed indeed 
seems to admit only of two senses:—l1l. That 
the Creed of the church should not embrace 
any part of the meaning of Scripture, but should 
be entirely confined to its inspiration:—2. 
That the Creed should embrace some portion of 
that meaning ; but that this is really and suf- 
ficently done merely by professing a belief in 
the Scriptures. + th these two senses 
there seems to be medium; but if any thing 
intermediate is really intended by those who 
use the language referred to, I beg that it may 
be distinctly pointed out. The former, how- 
ever is undoubtedly the most obvious and natu- 
ral sense, and seems to be what is really inten- 
ded by the words. I therefore purpose, after- 
wards, toexamine the sentiment thus expréssed, 
at considerable length, as what seems to be the 
great principle of the No-Creed System.—But 
as some may be inclined to use and understand 
the words in the latter signification, I shall, at 
present, offer only a few observations upon it, 


which may prepare the way for subsequent in- 
quiries, 


‘ 


7 


the language. |fir relaten prevention of it. He 
ailing en 1¥ ot how | could not have the system without the sin.” 
cerning it® ig not explicitly stated; nor kis ithat this bypothens 
is any thing dose from which it can be inferred. !upon the principle that the actions of moral 
Surely no one €an express his ideas concern-| agents are not within the compass of divine 
peating the w assenting to them 
taining truth, while no hint is given of what he | Slows, that at least in 
conceives that truth to be.—We are thus their sinful actions, are independent of God— 
brought round again to the same point. The|that the manner in which they will.act, there- 
most solemn assent that can be given to the | fore, must be unknown to him—that even in 
heaven there can be no security that moral 
agents will continue holy—that as God, with- 


Scriptures, or to any portions of them, as true 
out destroying their moral agency, cannot hin- 


or divine, expresses nothing specific concern- 

ing their meaning, but merely acknowledges 
der his moral creatures from sin, in any “ possi- 
ble conjunction of circumstances,” as far as we 


their inspiration. | 
The vagueness and ambiguity of other com- 
= expressions must. be — obvious. 
hat, for instance, is gained by requiring : 
hureh members merely te declare, that (as know, lebin, by all the influences to obedience 
which he can exert upon them,” therefore, he 
can have no certainty that in the process of 
ages, the whole universe will not be in a state 
of rebellion against him—and where then are 


as been said of Protestants) the Bible alone is 
their eo that they are Bible Chris- 
the fruits of Christ’s redemption-work, and the 
infallibility of his promises, and the hopes of 


tians, that they believe in the sufficiency 
his saints? 


of Scripture in matters of faith? When these 
declarations are made by any, they give rise to 
some such obvious queries as the following :— 
What do you conceive to be the religion of the 
Bible,—or Bible Christianity,—or the matters 
of faith revealed in Scripture? If the declara-| ww hess | upon 
tions, therefore, be accompanied with answers th vd hi a 
to such queries, they are at once intelligible | | 
and satisfactory ; and in this way: they are admit of being legitimately carried out to ir fers 
usually made. This, however, supposes in-|ences, pregnant with blasphemy and death. 
dividuals to state Reig aye Highly disapproving these speculations, which 
meaning of Scripture, or, in other words, : . eee 
give their Creed ; so that all who join with nom the human heart, 
them may know what are the points of their and which gradually mingling with the waters 
common profession.—But, if these declarations | of the sanctuary, pollute those streams with 
be made alone, without any accompanying ex- | pernicious errors, which would otherwise flow 
planations, their amount is obvious and most| go. with refreshing influence upon the vine- 
unsatisfactory. Individuals merely declare ot 
that they consider the Bible as containing some | Y8°@ “ne Lord; we heartily recommend the - 
present number of “ Views in Theology” to the 
attention of all who may wish to see the futili- 
ty of the theory of Dr T. exposed, and his de- 
fensive expedients, set up in the Christian Spec- 
tator, completely, and we think, irreparably 
overturned. Such castigation as consists not 
in abusive words, but in sound reasoning, and 
thorough exposure of what is false and dangerous, 


kind of religion to which they assent; but they 
say nothing about what that religion is. They 
—and such is the nature of castigation inflict- 
ed in the work under review,—may prove 


merely approve of Bible Christianity, without 
wholesome not only to the object of it, but to 


mentioning a single ingredient which they con- 
others also, who might otherwise be disposed’ 


| understood 


sat, weuld be nothing to us; dis- 
‘Shifted us, and obedience must re- 
re adds, “ This command- 
of my Father.” 
ceived the power to do so, 
g...In the constitution of 
ter, we behold an aston- 
ing but inficite wis- 
In order to be a legal 


be a divine 
Hitely independent. 
ever mude is 


ust 


“cannot 
debt. 


ceive to enter into it. Or they hold out the 
Bible as sufficient for matters of faith, without 
explaining what they suppose these matters to 
be. In all this no specific assent is given to a 
single doctrine of Scripture: but there is mere- 
ly a general approbation of the Bible as an in- 
spired volume, and a sufficiently copious re- 
pertory of religious instruction. 

‘ (To be continued.) 


er ture, the properties of the one are sometimes 
attributed to the other; or, in other words, 
— ‘things are ascribed to his person, which are 
proper only to one. of zhig natures. Thus, 
though it'was only the human nature that suf- 
fered, yet God is said, to purchase the church 
ith hie blood, Acts xx. 28;4ind though it 
ly the human nature that ascended to hea 


veh, 


_¥xt by reasonof the personal union, God is said 


af ect, hd the tmppert oat 
T. This may the merit of Gprist, 
but it will increase the difficulty of your 
‘the i For, acgording to this opinion, Christ must 
_ writer i istian | make satisfaction to himself. ns not this 
Spec to prove ju Dye a practice quite unprecedented? a notion per- 
which it is here brought to ill te, viz. thet | fectly absurd? “We 
Christ did not take the law-placé of siinersand| A. It is — unprecedented, you say. On 
bear the penalty of the law.: But that writer, im} this point, 1 shall not vehemently contend. 
the estimation of unprejudiced readers, shares | Only let me mention one ‘instance. Zaleucus, 
& similar fate with the man who attempted to| you know, the prince of the Locrians, made a 
heave a huge stone upon his adversary, which | decree, That whoever was convicted of adul- 
rolled back upon himself and crushed him to/ tery, should be punished with the loss of both 
death. But we hastett to give the extract. Soon after this 
: ; | tor’s own son was apprehen in the 
God tile Almighty Creator, and su-| °8"* — 
gave him a law; witha penalty annexed, incase| “4 Shoul 
of disobedtence.—Thissacred law our forefather | *"¢ delicate @ conjuncture? Should be exe- 
Adam presumptuously broke ; and we, his pos- cute the law, in all its rigour, this would . be 
terity, were involved in his guilt. Or, should Should 
this would defeat the design of his salutary in- 
rendered themselves obnoxious to punishment. 
the rights of justice were preserved inviolate ; 
him, except’ Mis injured Moker. But shall he fe age 
be recovered, shall. he be restored, without Ane May 
suffering th@punishment due to his crime, and that, in this rc Naa both received and 
threatened by his Creator? «What then will made the 
become of the justice of thgtdivine Lawgiver? the 
And how shall the honour of his holy. law be She, DOW 
maintained? At this rate who would reverence father was, in any degree, satisfactory to the 
or ear ite precepts law; since the father and the son could not 
Singers might be emboldened to multiply their consifered es one and the same 
araflsgressions; and tempted to think, that the | ™“Y Pass for an extraordinary instance of pa- 
God of immaculate holiness, the God of un- rental indulgence; it may strike the benevo- 
als lent and compassionate hearer: but if tried at 
te ogetp the bar of equity and reason, it will hardly be 
Does it not appear needful, that some expe- legal will 
y condemn a breach of nature's 
Theron. Proceed to item us what the ex-|- 4 What you observe, Theron, I must con- 
pedient is. fess, weight. to give up 
my illustration. evertheless, what you urge 
te dignity of te supreme | the propriety ofthe comparion, tends 
our establish the certainty of the doctrine. For 
agg in the d. The Christ and hisypeople are actually considered 
Second Person of the ever-blessed Trinity te 
unites: the human nature to the divine; sub- so lashmnsely otited to him, that the are ‘bone 
mits himself to the obligations of his people bone. ft h. v. 30 
and becomes responsible for all their guilt. In| Co), 99.) - By virtue of which union, their 
hie capaciy, he performs a perfect obedience | sing were puniahed in him, and ‘by his ripe 
full expiation of their sins, and establishes their on! apelin gy ({sa. lili. 5,) they obtain im- 


* to.go.up with a shout, Psal. xlvii. 4. On the 


other hand, what igeproper only to his divine 
natures attributed to his human, such as rais- 
himself from the dead, &c. 
aving thus briefly stated the constitution of 


title to life.—By which means, the law is satis- 
fied; justice is magnified; and the richést 
grace exercised. Man enjoys a great salva- 
tion, not to the discredit of any, but to the un- 


Though there may be nothing in the proce- 
dure of men, which bears any resemblance to 
this miracle of heavenly goodness; it receives 


Among ‘the opponents of Creeds, there are 
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to pursue the same erratic course. 


probably many whose consciences will not al- 
low them deliberately to exclude the meaning 


“VIEWS OF THEOLOGY, No. VIII.” 
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a suffigient confirmation from the language of 
Scripture. He who wrote as am amanuensis to 
the unerring Spirit, has declared ,that ‘God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world,’,—unto whom? 
unto some third party? No; but reconciling it, by 
the death and obedience of Christ,—‘ unto him- 
self.” (2 Cor. v.19.) And I can very readily 
grant, that this divine exertion of benignity and 
wisdom should be without @ precedent and with- 
out a parallel. 

Difficulties, I own, may attend the explica- 
tion of this article, or be interwoven with its 
consequences. At the same time I must af- 
firm, that our apprehension of heavenly things 
are so obscure, and our ideas of the divine be- 
nevolence so scanty, that we may very possibly 
mistake ; and fancy that to be absurd, which 
is only great, wonderful, and incomprehensi- 
ble.* Nor shall 1 be thought presumptuots in 
adding, that it will be impossible for all the sa- 
gacity in the world to prove this doctrine an 
absurdity, though it should ever remain an in- 
explicable mystery. How many pha#nomena 
in the constitution of external nature, are con- 
fessedly mysterious and inexplicable! Thev 
challenge, they command our assent; yet baf- 
fle all our researches, and defy our utmost pene- 
tration. If then we find thia truth fully and in- 
contestibly revealed in the Bible, we must re- 
nonnce the philosopher, before we can consist- 
ently act the sceptic. 


* Its unfraralleled, nay, its incomprehensible na- 
ture, is no objection to its truth and reality. This 
is rather a circumstance, which perfectly agrees 
with the testimony of the insp'red writersy and af- 
fords, in my opinion, an un: nswerable argument for 
the divine origin of Christianity. he 
_ It agrees with the testimony of the insfiréd wri- 
ters; who call it not only *‘God’s wisdom,’ by way 
of super-eminent distinction, but ‘his wisdom ina 
mystery,’ even ‘his hidden wisdem ;’ which could 
‘|not possibly have been conceived by anv finite 
mind, however enlarged or sagacious.—Affurds an 
unanswerable argument for the divine origin of 
Christianity. Since it was infinitely too deep tor 
the contrivance of men. and abselutelv undisc: ver- 
uble by the penetration of angels; How cou!d it be 
known, but by manifestation from above? Whence 
could it take its rise, but from an e-pecial revela- 


In our 13th No. we gave a brief notice of 
this periodical, and intimated our intention to 
return to it in a future number. We regret 
that, pressed as we are at present for time, we 
cannot do that justice to the publication which 
it merits. The two articles of which the pre- 
sent number consists, are written in rather a 
diffuse style ; but, at the same time, they ex- 
hibit much vigour of thought, clearness of com- 
prehension, and acuteness of reasoning. They 
attack two reviews in the Christian Spectator, 
the one of “Dr. Bellamy on the permission of 
sin,” and the other of ‘* Dr. Wood’s Letters” to 
Dr. Taylor on the same subject; and certainly, 
the attack is conducted with no inconsiderable 
skill, and concluded, we think, with complete 
success. 

The subject of the permission of sin in the 
dominions of an infinitely holy aad all power- 
ful God, is one, as it appears tos, of too great 
magnitude for the kncwiedge and faculties of 
man in his present state. We know that God 
is perfectly holy, infinite in’ power, and abso- 
lutely sovereign in all his works. We know 
also, that moral evil exists in that universe, 
every particle of which depends, at every mo- 
ment, upon his will and sustaining power, for 
its existence. These are facts, within the 
range of our knowledge, whether acquired 
from revelation, reason, observation, or experi- 
ence; and as this knowledge is all that, in our 
present state, can be of any practical utility, 
we ought to be contented with it, leaving it to 
God himself, in his own time, to vindicate his 
ways to obstinate gainsayers. On the facts,— 
which, to our limited reason, are apparently at 
variance with each other,—we have certainty ; 
on the qyomodo, the manner in which these 


of Scripture from the Creed of the church; but 
who, on the contrary, feel the necessity of 
recognizing some portion of that meaning as 
the very basis of church-fellowship. Yet, as 
was formerly remarked, they may be so preju- 
diced against some statements of doctrine, and 
so bewildered by objections which they hear ad- 
vanced against the use of creeds gencrally, that 
they may be led, as a refug. from all difficul- 
ties, to acquiesce in the proposal of requiring 
from church members nothing more than a vague 
acknowledgment of the Scriptures as the word 
of God, and the only rule of faith and practice. 
This they may conceive not only to be sufficient 
Sma general purposes of church fellowship; 
but some how or other actually to include an 
assent to the leading doctrines of Christian- 
ity, or tocertain views of the meaning of Scrip- 
ture. To persons in such a situation much 
Christian sympathy is due: for they really ad- 
mit the important principle for which we are 
pleading, and perhaps suppose they are even 
acting upon it; while they are led, rather from 
inconsideration, or the pressure of difficulties, 
than from deliberation or choice, toacquiesce 
in a plan which falls far short of the object at 
which they would aim. In addressing a few 
observations to such persons, I would therefore 
beg of them to remember what has heen already 
pointed out as the general principle for which 
the friends of Creeds contend, and on which 
they act, viz.— making unanimity of sentiment 
concerning some part of the meaning of Scrip- 
ture the basis of church-fellowship. If, there- 
fore, they admit this principle, they are virtually 
among the friends of Creeds: while all that re- 
mains for them toconsider is, whether this ac- 
knowledged principle be really secured, or act- 
ed upon, in the scheme which they seem to ap- 
prove. In other words, they should consider— 
whether a general assent to the Bible as divine, 
or asa rule of faith, expresses any opinion what- 
ever concerning its meaning; or distinctly re- 
cognizes any one doctrine of Christianity as an 
object of the common belief, or the public pro- 
fession, of the church.—Concerning a point so 
obvious, it may be thought there is no room for 


speakable glory of all, the divine attributes. 

This is what we mean by Christ’s satisfac- 
tion. And this, I should imagine, wants no 
recommendation to our unprejudiced reason ; 
as, I am sure, it is most delightfully accomo- 
dated to our distressed condition.—It is also 
confirmed by many express passages of Scrip- 
ture, and illustrated by a variety of very signifi- 
cant images. 

JT. Pray, let me be favoured with some of 
your scriptural images.—After which, we may | 
inquire, whether your doctrine will stand the 
test of reason. | 

A. What is your notion of aransom? When 
Priam redeemed the dead body of Hector from 
the victorious Achilles, how was it done? 

T. By paying a price.—Thus Fabius reco- 
|vered the captives which were taken by Han- 
nibal. He transmitted the sum required, and 
they were discharged from their confinement. 


_ the Mediatorial character as taught in scripture, 
we ere no longer at a loss to know the meaning 
of many passages in the Bible, otherwise inex- 
plicable ; and which are stumbling. blocks to 
the Unitarian : such as, “Thy throne, O God is 
foreverand ever;”—“Thou lovest righteousness, 
‘and hatest wickedness ;, therefore God, even 
thy God, hath anointed thee,” &c. This is il- 

. lustrated by the text above quoted,—I have 
poweér to lay down my life, and I have power to 
take it again.” “This commandment have I 

‘received of my Father.” , his accounts also 

¢ his praying to God, which you have so often 
asarefutation of our doctrine, where- 

it ig an‘ admirable confirmation of it : for 

sprayer was a part of that righteousness, which 

Aa me him, as our surety, to fulfil. | 
. &m.that ecogomical relation subsisting be- 
. tweedthe Persons of the adorable Trinity, it 

'  Rehored the Son to obey. Hence, though he Aw Such is the redemption procured foi sin- 


‘was “in the form of and thought it not . . 
. ae ers by our Lord Jesus Christ. such a na- 
robbery to be equal with God, he made him-F ace (though incomparably more grand and au- 


self of no reputation and took upon him the gust in all its circumstagees) and expressed by 


_ formof a sergont,” &c.* the very same word. ‘The Sop of man came 


_ From this view of the subject, we can ac- 
t tob stered unto, but to minister; and 
count for our Saviour’s bloody agony in the his life 


garden, and his pathetic exclamation aleo price—a real price—a 
cross, “ My God, my God, why hast thou “f6r- sfactory In of 
taken.me?” He had been drifiking all his life. , Our freedom from every penal evil is 
of that cup, the dregs of which he was then says the apos- 
draining,—eyen the cup of divine wrath, due tle, Trot with ggrruptible things, silver and 
the sig@#ef those whom he bld, but with the precious blood of Christ.’-— 

cre is Gammng inconsistent with justice— 1 Eet me add one text more, which in the same 
rather, a display. of justice and mercy combini “Hatyle of commutative justice asserts the same 


© wonder thésangels of God desire to look 4 hb. 
truth. Christ hag redeemed us,’t hath baught 
plan of man’s redemption! Must we off, ‘ of the 
this delightful and animating view, to con- d 


‘sider the other particulars of the cold and 
‘ The ransom was paiddown. The fundofheav’n, 
Heav’n’s inexhaustibie exhausted fund, 


*,@h@erless system of the Unitarian? Not now. 
Amazing and amaz’d pour’d forth the price, 


sid seem fike leaving the cheering light 
recesses of a cavern#| qj) price beyond. ‘Though curious to compute, 
Archangels fail’d to east the mighty sum.’§ 


close ‘quotation from Erskine’s 
— wish you! | Hold a little, good Aspasio. Consider 
| the consequence of what you maintain. If 


e +: 
view does this doctrine give of the there was aransom in the case, to whom was it 
paid?—The devil had led sinners captive. They 


PHILADELPHIA: 
WEDNESDAY, 1, 1831. 


The Minutes of the proceedings in the General 
Assembly, although we have studied brevity in 
giving the substance of what was done, have nev- 
ertheless grown upon our hands so as to crowd out 
our summaries, The immediate interest which 
the great body of our readers feel in the doings of _ 
the Assembly, will be an apology for omitting the | 
news; especially as there is not much of an im- 


portant nature to add to what we communicated 
last week, 


To Corresfondents.—We have received the 
Minutes of the Presbytery of Fayetteville, N. C. 
the most interesting portions of which we shall 
publish. We hope that this course will be satis- 
factory to our highly respected brother, who for- 
warded them for publication, We are bound to 
furnish to our readers, matter of general interest. 
Particular transactions, of no moment except to 
these who are immediately concerned in them, es- 
pecially if the relation of them should occupy much 
space, would be generally as unacceptable as they 
would be unedifying; and they would subject the 
Editor to complaints, which he would not know 
how to answer, and to applications for the publica- 
tion of other similar local matters, which he would 
not know how to refuse. We should feel m 
obliged to our respected brother, if he would, take 
up his pen, which he can so well employ, and gra- 
tify our readers, now and then, with the produc- 
tions of his cultivated and pious mind. And we 
take this opportunity of suggesting to our brethren 
generally, who feel an interest in the character and 
usefulness of our paper, that short, pithy, well-writ- 
ten articles from their pens, would not only be 
highly acceptable tous; but by such an application 
of their powers in hours of comparative leisure, 
they might subserve the cause of truth and true 
godliness, and preach throngh our columns to a 


e. 


ri of God? And what influence is the 
belief"of it fitted to exercise on the character 


: iled i eekly audi of ral thousand immortal 
tion? hesitation. Yet such hesitation, there is reason facts may be reconciled compatgncy with 
of man?’ “Love surpassing thought, is certainly are said to be the slaves of oe: And ate (To he continued.) to think, is felt by some good and candid minds ; | the glory of God, we can only theorize: and We thank $V, P. A. i Ei ee om 
the prominent attribute of that glorious charac- the blessed Jesus pay the while it seems to be cherished by certain com- | however plausibly this may be done, it is of tn 
Son, tn exhibited to.us in the to imagine '—Yet, shocking ‘mon modes of expression which throw a theory still.—et best. no more than useless anil 
tis, it must follow froin your own, and your y 
—but it is a love in perfect consistency with a y ON THE USE OF CREEDS. liar = unsetisfying conjecture. But theories may be,| 7%e @rthodox Presbyterian.—As some of our 
holiness that t look iniquity,—it i (Continued.) to which they refer. It may be useful, there- 
the love of the Almighty Thee Remarks on vague methods of ussenting to Scrip- | fore to more have upon = other ia 
erted his omnipoteuce in: silencing or over- deemed us to God,’ (Rev. v. 9.) is the confession ture. phrases, with a view to guard against the falla- | subjects of similar difficulty, whic “a 


stepping the claims of justice, but in meeting 
them and‘fulfilling them. It is a Jove—which 
. sits enthroned.on that mercy-seat which rests 
* _ on eternal truth, and whose very nature it is to 
hate all evil. “The effect upon the character 
of man, produced by the beligf of it, will be to 
love Him who first loved us, and to put the 
fullést confidence in his goodness and willing- 

jo forgive—to associate SW with the ideas 
z h .@&the deepest misery and the basest in- 
ae itude—to admire the unsearchablé wisdom 
ied the high principle which have combined 
fullest. with the mast uncompromis- 


justice d..to love all our fellow. crea- 


aml edify our readers; we would state, that it is a 
monthly perindical, published in Belfast, Ireland, 
hy William M‘Comb, No. 1, High street and Corn 
Market, and devoted to those views of the ever- 
lasting Gospel, which are embraced in common 
with us, by the recently purified Synod of Ulster. 
We need not say how highly we esteem it; and we 
think that our reader ourselves, will con- 
sider our ample extracts from it as forming by no 
means the least valuable portions of our weekly | 
sheet. 


cious impressions which they may frequently 
muke. 

Let us accordingly advert, for a moment 
longer, to the language already before us. 
When aman merely says that he believes the 
Bible, or takes it for his Creed, where is the 
distinct reference to a single portion of the 
meaning of the book? All that his words ne- 
cessarily import, is, that the book is some how 
or other an object of his belief: and should he 
add more explicitly, tl:at he believes it to be of 
God, still this can amount, when strictly inter- 
preted, to no more than declaring his persua- 
sion that it is inspired.—Nor is it more decided 
to say, that he assents to all the truths or doc- 
trines which the Bible contains: for he obvious- 
ly does not state what he conceives these doc- 
trines to be. He may thus virtually declare 
that he attaches some meaning to the Bible 
which he regards to be true and valuable, and 
on which he is disposed to act: but still his 


In a former article it was shown that the 
question concerning the use of Creeds is, in 
fact, a question aboit church communion: 
and that, as this communion must depend on 
some common belief among church members, 
the great point to be determined is—Whether 
the object of such belief should be the meaning, 
or merely the tnspiration of the Scriptures. 
Here, however, I beg it may be observed, that 
the term inspiration is used in the n.ost general 
sense; as a convenient abbreviation for the 
divine origin or authority of the sacred writings. 

The subject, as thus stated, presents an obvi- 
ous alternative, which it is of great importance 
accurately toexamine. Such a process, indeed, 
isrequired in all our investigations. The rejec- 
tion of particular sentiments commonly shuts us 
up to the necessity of adopting others: and 
therefore, in examining any system, we should 
beware of confining our attention entirely to ob- 
jections; but, even while setting it aside, we 


of the saints in light. Satisfaction was made to 
the divine law, and to the divine justice. The 
one of which was offended ; the other violated ; 
‘and both concurred to denounce the transgres- 
sor’s doom. Of which doom Satan was only. 
the destined executioner; whose malignity afid 
implacable rage, God is pleased to make the 
instrument of inflicting his vengeance ; as he 
formerly used the idolatrous kings of Assyria 
and Babylon, to chastise the disobedient Is- 
raelites. 

- ‘When we were without strength,’ (Rom. v. 
6,) utterly ruined, yet absolutely helpless; when 
none, in heaven, or earth could afford us any 
succour ¥' then our Lord Jesus Christ most gra- 
ciously apd most seasonably interposed. He 
said, as it is very emphatically represented by 
Elihu, ‘Deliver them from going down into 
the pit; I have found a ransom.’ (Job xxxiil. 
24.) He did, what is very beautifully describ- 
ed by our English classic ; 


even the negative quality of being useless; 
they are positively pernicious, if adopted into 
a theological system, assumed as demonstrated 
truths or facts, and made the basis of inferential 
reasoning. 

We consider this to be the character of the 
theory broached by Dr. Taylor in his “‘Concio 
ad Clerum,” and the notes appended to it— 
supported in his Review of “Dr. Bellamy on 
the permission of sin,” in which he unsuccess- 
fully endeavours to get Dr. B’s shoulder under 
the hypothesis, which was perhaps becoming too 
heavy for his own—and half disowned in his 
review of ‘Dr. Wood’s Letters.” The theory, 
in brief, is this,—That the existence of sin 
formed no part of God’s plan, or system, of 
the universe, but is incidental to it,—it isa 


The Episcopal Watchman, a paper published in 
Hartford, Con, and devoted to the defence of the 
doctrines, discipline, and institutions of the Ameri- 
can Protestant Episcopalian Church, after an ex- 
periment of. four vears, has found it necessary to 
conform to the popular taste, by exchanging the 
Quarto for the Folio form. This will convince 
some of our respected friends, who have expressed 


ing 
tures, from the consideration that our common 
Father has taken such an interest in their. 


welfare, and from the thought, that as we have 


allaghipwrecked in the same sea by the 
same wide-wasting tempest, so we are all in- 
Vitedby the same gracious voice, to take re- 
fuge in the seme haven of eternal rest.” 


i ld have | their wishes that 7he Presbyterian should assume 
should ly consider the nat that | ideas concerning that meaning remain shut up | “gratuitous assumption that God cou 
* The exposition of this text in “The Answer,”| ; . ane ec ae ep which’ on a vehatiahed sey rea The within his own breast, and are not made the | adupted a moral system, and prevented all sin, the shape, which our F.piscopalian brethren have 
is gratuitous and fanciful. oe Shall satisfy for man, be judg’d, and die; , . Jt , ; a relinquished, that the public taste is against them; 
3 Sh And dying rise, and rising with him raise character of the latter, indeed, reflects light subject of his public profession as a member of | or at jeast the present degree of sin,” —that a aye i sae eta’ 
For we Presbyter.an. His brethren, ransom’d with his own dear life.’]} upon the former ; and, without examining both, the visible church. Ged, if it bad a comp! wit r would 
(From my Note-Book.) T. But pray, do not you allow, that Christ | justice is done to neither. No one, therefore,| It has, in like manner, been sometimes re- ecircu 
CHRIST IN THE SINNER’S PLACE. |;, truly and properly God ? can form a proper estimate even of his own fa- commerded sufficiently comprehensive 85; iIness, of that paper, for their partiality a 


We think abe following extract from Her- 

vey’s * Theron and Agfisio,” holds up Christ 

* @s making satiafection, in the sinner’s stead, to 

%%, divine justice, tha clear and strong light, cal- 

eulated to and edify the impurtial and 
mind. 


existence of universal holiness in his moral 
kingdout,—* that the prevention of sin by any 
influence that destroys the power to sin, des- 
troys moral agency,” and consequently it can- 
not be proved a priori, or from the nature of 


as 

and explicit slain of faith for church 
members, to collect certain passages of Scrip- 
ture, and assent to these, or perhaps to the 
doctrines they contain, as the objects of belief. 
—But even when this is done, the question so 
often “mentioned recurs with undiminished 


vourite sentiments, who does not view them in 
this double light; for it will be found that the 
most plausible system wears a very different as- 
pect when put into a positive form, from what 
it presents when viewed merely as a series of 
negations. Let me, atcordingly, request the 


A. We not only allow it, but we insist upon 


which, we owe them our grateful acknowledge- 
it, and make our boast of it. This is the very | 


ments, 


* This was actually the case, as we are inform- 
ed by the Searcher of hearts, when, on a particu- 


lar occasion, punishment wasonly retarded How 


Sabbath School Instructor.—We have received 
the first number of a neat super-royal half sheet, of 


Ring quarto form, under the above title, to be published 

that iden tne ben by | tach oppoens of Gras to take test thew Win in these pamages tat othe | he that «moral agent, «being who can] 

i . some who profess ez anime te receive the sys-| iment had been entirely forborne? . Psalm 1 21. their own principles. They must be aware, I | object of assent? If it be merely their inspira-| sin, will no¢ sin; or, in other words, that no year, payable in advance. “The profits, if any, 
os tem in which it is taught, to be without an| "+1 Pet. i, 18, We huve an equivalent expression, | should think, that, in their statements and rea-| tion, then , 


only recognize them as portions 
of Scripture ; and thus assent but to a part of 
the Bible, instead of the whole. This indeed 
is obviously all that such a mode of assent ne- 
cessarily implies. It may, however, be thought, 
that in some way or other, more is both intended 
intentienally supporting principles from which} and done; or that in assenting genérally to 

art back were these to assume;a | such it is their meaning or thigir doc- 
at a Joss fullya trines which is made the object of common be- | 


finite being can know, “ that a universe of free 
agents, who possess of course the power of sin- 
ning, could have been held back from the ez- 
ercise of that power, in every possible conjunc- 
tion of circumstancesgeven by all the influtihces 
to obedience which God ;could exert upon 


eee elie therefore not to be received ; but | used jn the same signification, by one of the cor- 
Wee it has no analogy ip any human /'ectest writers in the world; 
Vous prowedure, ythe strongest evidence thet the fratrem Pollux alterna morte redemit. —V1RG. 


ai is not ef’ humaz 


will be paid into the Treasury of the Maine Sab- 
bath School Union.” We hope that it will be a 
useful auxiliary in diffusing information on the sub- 
ject of Sabbath School instruction, in aiding parents 
and teachers in the all-important duties involved in 
their relations to the rising generation, and in pre- 
paring youth for a life of piety aniammserpity of 
glory, wis Mine, we the 


sonings, they usually confi#@:themselves rather 
to negations and. objections ; through which it 
is possible that ti@ character of the system to 
which they ar@ attached may not be distinctly 
seen, while they may thus find themselves un: 


$ Gal. iii. 13. B&yyopacey—We are said to be 
eet con: bought, Cor. vi. 20 ; notin a metaphori 
, that his y 


od v. 
by be. Peter 
1 Pet. 


phorical 
For here the price is 
the price is 
2 


it is in 

ions of G 

F-but are as much 
higher than’ 


» 


= 


wnust be. done in obedience to a divine com- 

Thave: power to take it | 

Jere @xpression of the sovere | 

independent pawer.of his Godhead: but laying | 

@own bis tife, done in obedience to a 

“4 

| 

does not 

the-Mediat 

gubstitute for sinngy.and one which justice | 
would’ accept, ‘be originally 
under the he put himself under it by 
+. wvolentary paction: that i 

nobsest creature that 7 
obey the moral law to the fullest ex- 
his powers, and therefore cannot under- 
for another. He is barely solvent, and | 
‘ 
spare one mite towards paying another's 
| Bat our almighty Surety was possessed 
E. of infinite fands of his own, clear of all demands 
3 until he signed the bond on our behalf. The 
on of our nature into a union with his 
his divine person, did not render him 
: insolvent, like going into partneyship with one | 4 
4 
} over headand ears in debt; for mark; he did : 
not assume a human person, but a human na- 

= ture.. Thus, he has two distinct natures so | 

united in a digihe person, that, in scrip- 

4 
| 
a a 
| | & 
5 j 
4 
| 
* 
* 
| 
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| 
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; as well as the Re-. 


‘ carried in the ti 
x so clear am the Associate Reformed Synod of New York,/ After recess Dr. Lansing renewed his motion to 
4 . 7 tothe property transferred from that boty | make the complaint of the minorit 
y and Catectiomst to xhe Assembly in 1822, reported, that | tery of Philadetphis, the order of the day fur the 
_. | however much the Assembly may be dis to. 
\ claiming to be or-| accede to the request of their respected breth-| Dr, M‘Bowell deprecated the discussion of the 
ad slory in ts of the Puri- | ren, there is a difficulty in the way, as the | business which this complaint would bringéefore 
4 - ve" ae of th * greater oF 4 »| Trustees of the ical Seminary at rinceton the Assembly asbeing calculated tocreatean excite- 
their vale, rather ereg as Seminary, vested ; ‘ed, that it be committed to ittee 
evidenceof the correctness of their doctrines ? and consequently. as thes@ Trustees are not in this which ony, 
.* Siew js it that the labours of the Reformers and | Assembly, and are bound to hold property in trust what, by which the formality of a complaint may bs 
+o Pp 8 what the carnal i Fe a pee according to the provisions of the act of incorpora- | avoided, and the wholé business amicably adjusted 
3 ‘to-be.considered the friends promoters of revi- | eso . refer : present Ne’ r. ring was in favour of the motion, as he 
 . vals, endeavour toeubvert some of these same doc- | memorialists, tothe said rostees: and if'upon in- | was of opintors, that the impression made upon the 
6 trinescwhich their forefathers.founded upon the | vestigation they find said claim to be valid in law | public mind by the discussion of the quesiion, go 
a word of God ? Aw Inquirer. | orequity, that they relinquish the property to the | how it would, must be unhappy. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 
Ast we believe that most of our readers have an 
opportunity of seeing the ‘* Sunday School Journal,” 
e uly publicatién of the Union ; so we seldom 
®hose things, which, of course, find a place 
in the columns of that useful and interesting periodi- 
- cal. We make this statement, once for all, that 
=, our readers may be fully aware, that our omissions, 
: in thisrespect, do not arise from our not having a 
A high esteem for the Institution, from a want of in- 
terest in its sacred obiect, or from inattention to the 
gratification of our friends ; but, as we have said, 
from tire persuasion that by far the greater portion 
| of those who look into our pages. are firm friends of 
* Sunday Schools, consequently take care to be 
4M supplied with the S. S. Journal for their own infor- 
mation, the instruction of their families, the edifi- 
cation of their neighbours; or the benefit of their 
Sabbuth School Teachers and children. It is our 
wish to occupy as little of our paper qs possible 
with whatever the greater part of our readers are 
presumed to be acquainted, But in the case of an- 
niversaries, and other matters of general imper- 
- tance, that portion of our readers, who are in pos. 
session of the details will permit us, for the sake of 
others, whose opportunities for information ape 
limited, and perhaps dependent on this single pape 
to give asummary view of what we deem worthy 
of being. generally known. With these remarks, 
explanatory of the course which we pursue, in rela- 
. tion to those societies whose publications are 
widely circulated, we preceed to give an abstract 
of the seventh anniversary of the American S. S. 


- 
~ 


Union, 


Turspay, 24th of May, at 4 o’lock, P. M. 
Acvexanper Hewry, Esq. the President of the 
Board, to.k the chair.. It appeared from the 
Treasurer’s report, that the expenditures during 
the year had been $77,454 86, and the receipts 
during the same period, including the balance in 
hand at the commencement of the year, $77,701 
63, leaving a balunce in the treasury of $246 77. 

On the subject of property, respecting which its 
enemies have said so much, the following is a true 
statement : 


. *¢ The Society owns no property of any kind, ex- 
hes cept its 2 books and stereotype plates, an.t 
; . the building it occupies, on which is a mortgage 

amounting to $20,022.. Nor has it any other 

source of income except the prefi's of its business, 

(which for the year ending March 1, 1831, 

amounted to $548 83,) and the voluntary contri- 

butions cf its friends ; an the contrary, besides its 
business debts and mortgage, it owes $36,150 bor- 
rowed money, on which it pays interest.” 

From the resolutinns; moved, seconded and 
adopted on this occasion, we select the following: 


S «“ By Dr. REEsE, of the Methodist church, (New 
FF York,) seconded by Rev. Mr. Cooxman, of the 
game church, (Philadelphia.) | 
oe Resolved, That while it is still the object and 
i desire of the American Sunday-School Union to 
concentrate the efforts of the friends of Sunday- 
schools, in support of the broad and catholic prin- 
ciples which govern our plans and proceedings, we 
v look with the most friendly feelings on the exer- 
tions and success of those who are prosecuting the 
! same benevolent enterprise under whatever name 
. or connection of evangelical christians. 
a Bv Mr. Lewis Tappan, of New York, second- 
im ed hy Rev. Mr. RipGLey, of the Episcopal church. 


Bristol, (Pa. ) 
Reeolved, That the safety of our country de- 
pends upon the universal religious education of the 
le, and that in this view, # is a matter of 
eep interest to every citizen, that children and 
youth should be brought gt once under the influ- 
ence of Sunday-school instruction. 


aa By the Rev. Mr. Sanrorp, of Philadelphia, se- 
conded by Rev. WiLLtam C. Asutom, of the Bap- 
tist church, Philadelphia, 

Resolved, That while the friends of Sunday- 
schools have reason to bless God for anv meusure 
_ of success, they are called — by. the signal 
_- events of Divine Providence, by the promises of 
% God's word, and the dispensations of his Grace, 

to labour more diligently und directly, in reliance 
upon the Holy Spirit, for the salvation of souls, 

* and for the conversion of the world unto God.” 
‘The report states that during the last year, the 
‘al schodis in connexion with the Union have increased 
from 6,654 to 7,244; teachers from 61,372 to 64, 
215 ; and pupils from 411,000 to 451,075; show- 
ing an increase of 590 schools. 2,843 teachers, 40, 
075 pupils. The number of S. 8S. Scholars in the 
U. States is estimated at upwards of 600,000. In 

Great Britain the number is 1,019,693. 


Between 30 and 40 new works have been pub- 


“4 In relation to the great and truly noble en 
- prise of establishing Sunday Schoojs throughout 
is ~ the Valley of the Mississippi, the past year has 


been chiefly expended in exploring, and other in- 
cipient operations, prerequisite to its final accom- 
plishment. A sum of 24,417 12 tras been con- 
tributed to this object, and in addition, the Socie'y 
has advanced $14,518, 97 all which has heen ex- 
pended. Confidence on the libewility of the 
Christian) public for further means of prosecuting 
this good ‘work, may be entertained by this excel- 
lent Society, we trust, without any hazard of dis- 
appointment. 

In the course of the year, 2000 conversions (as 
far as men can judge, ) have occurred in the Sun- 
day Schools connected with the Union. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SERMON. 


The Annual Sunday-School Sermon, before the 
Officerx, Managers and Members of the American 
Sunday-School Unio’ was preached, ®n Wednes- 
| day evening by the Rey, Dr. Humphrey, President 

) in the church on Wash- 
uare, 

he text was Proverbs xxii, 6—and the preach- 

er illustrated it with great plainness and simplicity. 

He dwelt on the importance of ele princi- 

ples in the science of christian education, as well 

al} other sciences—explained very happily 

. the nature of the training required, and suggested 
“ the means of bringing all the children of our coun- 

The preacher’s appeal tohis audience 


cn 
the institation,. and on its claims to su was 

el: queufiaad forcible. A of the sermnpn 
Nill, wee arpished for publuation, that the 


‘ge 


te? é 


it | Davies, the committee on the organization of new 


‘and as it appears to us, powerful arguments of Mr 


ter, importance, and catholicism of 


met, and after To 


churches made their some dis- 


claimants. 

f We do not profess to give the precise words of 
the report; but only aim to give the substance of it, 
as accurately as we can. } ‘ 

On motion for its adoption, the commissioners 
were heard. . The Rev. Mr. M‘Carrol, ane of the 
commissioners, port the request in an able 
speech, of which the following is a brief abstract. 

He introduced his argument by a nambeés of re- 
marks, fraught with respect, modesty, and pious 
feeling—the Asssembly had never yet rejected the 
claim of the applicants, and if it ile now allowed, 
there weuld be no,complaint for the delay of jus- 
tice—if after dipenxsing the matter at this time, 
there should be a diflerence of opinion, he hoped 
that christians on both sides would exercise mutual 
cantar and forbearance. He stated that the ground 
takefi by the Memorial was Wat the property in | 
question had heen devoted by the individual donors, 
at home and abroad, to the use and benefit of the 
Theological Seminary of the Associate Reformed 
Church, aud that the memorialists, as the repre- 
sentatives of that Church and the guardians of its 
public interests, ought to have possession of that 
property for the use of the Church and Seminar 
uncer their care.—He then gave a history of the 

roperty in question, and of the Ass. Ref. Church, 
rom the formation of the Seminary in 1801, and 
their sending Dr. (then Mr.) Mason to Kurope as 
their agent to solictt books and money for the Sem- 
inary, down to 1821, when the General Synod trans- 
mitted the question of Union to the Presbyteries 
under itecare, and the majority of them decided 
against it. “He stated that in 1822, the General complaint. 
Synod, in opposition to the decision of a majority of | Dr. Ely 
the Presbyteries, decided bv a majority of one, to 
unite with the General Asssembly, and to transfer 
the property of the former bady to the latter—that, 
therefore as the property in question indisputably 
‘belonged to the Ass. Ref. Church previous to that 
act, the very hinge of the controversy turns upon 
the constituti« nality of that act of the General Sv- 
nad.— His position was, that the act was not bind-- 
i It was never pretended that the act bound the 
ns of these who did not choose to go into the 
measure, and therefore it was not conceivable how 
itcould bind the property. He then argued ably 
against the right of the members of the General 
Svned to transfer the property—the Constitution of 
the Church gave them no such right—He suppos-. 
ed the case of the Congress of the U. S determin- 
ing by vote that we should return to our colonial re- 
lation to Great Britian—or this Assembly deciding 
by a majority to unite with the Methodist Church, 
and transfer the property to that Church—and he 
asked if in either case the acts would be constitutional 
and valid? This he applied with great force to the 
question under consideration, and appealed to the 
golden rule of doing as we would have men do to us 
—He appealed to the provisions of the Constitution 
of the A. R. Church, by which the Synod cannot 
act on questions of a constitutional nature withcu' 
previous'y consulting the Presbvteries ; with the de- 
cision of a majority of which, the determination of 
the Synod must agree. This requisite majority in 
the present cuse was wanting—three-fifths of them 
expressed their judgment against the measure, 
and isherctire the act complained of was unautho- 
rised. 
We have not time or room to pursuc the luci‘l, 


motion, as 


with the d 


the busi 


of the 


settle the 


coysented. 


right. 


subject unt 
port of the 


carried, 
animated 


ciency, an 


tificate; se 


number of 


M‘Carrol. The e mzy be answered, we belies. 
some of his positions may be centroverted ; ut we 
seriously question whether they c:n be refuted. 

His colleague, Mr. Forsyth, elder, followed in 
a train of plain, common sense, pungent remark on 
the same side; and befcre any decision was had, 
the Assembly aj: urned, to attend the anniversary 
of the A. S. S. Union at 4’clock in the afternoon. 

For a brief account of the Anniversary, see an- 
other cclumn. 


churches e 


WEDNESDAY was spent bv the Assembly in ex- 
ercises of s:lemn devotion, May their prayers be 
heard, and may the Lord pour out his Spirit upon 
the Church and the world ! 


Tuurspay. May 26, 9 o’clock, A. M. 


The Assembly met and «pened with praver. 

After the roll had been called and the committee 
on cemmissions had reported certain additional 
members, 

‘There was a request read that the church of 
Nanticcke, belonging to the Presbytery «f Su-que- 
hanna, should have leave granted to join the Pres- 
bytery«f Tioga ; and the request was granted. 

A resolution was read, affirming that it is uncon- 
stitutional to send members of Standing Commit- 
tees, as delegates to General Assembly ; and it was 
put on the dccket. 

A communication from the Madison Presbytery 
was read, in which the evils, resulting from the 
manner in which Missions are conducted in the 
West, owinggto the separate activn and col isions 
of the General Assembly’s Board of Missions and 
the American Home Missonary Society, were 
enumerated and she G-neral Assembly requested 
to adopt such measures as May remove the evils 
complained of, and to devise some plan of union be- 
tween the Buard and the Society. Ccmmitted tua 

tal committee. 

An overture from Salem Presbytery was read, 
inquiring whether a ruling eldcr has a right to ad 
judicate in any church, in which he is not a raling 
elder? Answered in the n€gative. 

Resolved, that it be the order of the pt for next 
Monday morning to hear the report of the Buard 
of ducation. 

‘The judicial committee reported on the com- 
‘plaint of the minority of the Presbytery in the case 
of the Rev. Albert tlarnes, that they find the said 
complaint to be in order, and recommend that the 

Assembly take it up and issue it, pursuing the fol- 
lowing order, viz. that the complaint be redd; then, 
that the minutes of the proceedings complained 
against, be read; next, that the Assembly hear 
the complainants ; and finally, that the Assembly 
hear the majority of the Presbytery in reply. 

It was then moved, that it be the ordcr of the 
day for this afternoon to take up the aforesaid com. 
plaiut—but it appearing that the delegates from 
that Presbytery were noth the house. having ob- 
tained leave to retire on business connected with 
the Board of Missions, the question was waived un- 
til they should return. 

‘The committee of bills and overtures reported a 
request of the Synod of Indiana to be divided, and 
that one part be formed into a new Synod, to be 
called the Synod of Iilinois ; and the request was 
granted. 


The report of the Committee on the memorial of 
the Associateeformed Synod, was then taken up, 
and various mod fications of the reso‘ution brought 
forward by the committee were: ffered by different 
members, all exhibiting an obvious desire that the 
business should be put into a train for an equitable 
issue, and differing from one another more in phra- 
seology than in sense. As the memberdlofthe 
General Assembly and Trustees of the Theo!cgi- 
cal Seminary-on the one hand, and Associate Re- 
formed Synod on the other, were parties interested 
in the question, it seemed to be the general impres 
sion of the House, that it would be satisfactory 
for both, if it could be decided by a competent and 
ey disinterested court ; avd, therefore, they 
seemed, general.y tothink, that’by referring it to ar- 
bitrators chosen ny both parties, whose arbitration, 
or decision should be final»or by an amicable suit 
before some civil judiciary, it might be brought to 
a better. fairer, and therefore more satisfactory 
termination, than jt was in the power of the As- 
sembly-to give it. 

A some discussion, the delegates request- 
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but ‘as they had alrea y beard at great | gage. 
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te 


| decided ‘on the floor of the 


| withdrawa. Upon whi 
ving the whole 


most earnestly desirous of 
would not compromise thé truth, or be inconsistent 


should be appointed, 
ments in the hands of the Judicial Committee, per- 
taining to the entire question between the parties, 
would he referred to the said committee, 

As Dr. Ely had twice attempted to speak with- 
out being permitted to proceed, the Moderator de- 
clared his right to speak as the first signer of the 


The Assembly then took up 
motion to commit the complaint of the minority of 


Mr. Boyd sp»ke in 


_ — 


t granting the request, and it was 
the fur refer. 
business: to the Trustees of the 
Seminary at’Princeton, with advice of 


the wishes of Assembly that: it should be duly in- 
vestigated and sausfuc- 


t to an equitable and 


of the Presby- 


port. whether any plan, and if any, 


Dr. Green expressed his satisfaction with the 


he could most sincerely say that he was 
peace in any way that 


ictates of his conscience. 


Dr. Herion expressed hims If satisfied with the 
motion ; and considering the great importance of 
the business upon which they were entering, he 
madé a motion that the Assembly eigage in prayer 
to God for direction. 
Mr. Breckenridge « bjec ed to the committing of 


Before the motion was put 


ss, and contended that it was the duty 


of the Axsembly, in a matter of such moment, to 
do their own business, and meet the question fully. 
An: ther gentleman followed on the same side, 
and oe oes that the proposed method «f disposing 
usiness was unconstitutional, i 
Dr. Miller was in favour ofa plan, if it cculd be 
had, consistent with the constitution, which might 


business to the satisfaction of both par- 


ties. If the parties should give their consent. to put 
the business into the hands of a committee, their 
consent would release the Assembly from obligation 
to a formal adherence to the rples provided in case 
'y |of complaints. He would add, 


that if the parties 
and such a committee as was |} roposed, 
e hoped that all the docu- 


then roseand said that he also was for 


peace, and had been trying to get it for several 
moths without being able to obtain it. 
stond at the bar of the General Assembly as a com- 
plainant, and hoped he would not be denied his 
After he had been heard, the Assembly 
might then refer the business to a committee, if it 
should please them to do so, 
Dr. Green observed, that if the complainant be 
heard, then the party complained of must reply. 
Nr. Fisk moved the p»stponement of the present 


Now, he 


il the Assembly shall have heard the re- 
Board of Missions, and the motion was 


The Rev. J. T. Russell, Secretary of the Board, 
then read the Report, which was truly interesting 
and impressive, and in some 


assages highly 


and eloquent. We have not time 


or room, at present, to enter into its cheering de- 
tails, which exhibited the rapid growth of our 
Board since its new organization in 1828, in effi- 


din the confidence cf the churches. 


We can only offer a few of the results of the la- 
hours of the Board in a very summary manner: 
Missionaries emploved last year, 233; between 
20 and 30 churches formed, and as many meeting- 
houses erected ; about :Orevivals under the instru- 
mentality of their Missionaries; 1500 added to the 
Church from the world, and 800 received on cer- 


veral thousand children in the Sabbath 


Schools raised or revived through the eff rts of the 
M ss‘o aries; 250temperance societies; and a great 


Rible Classes. We cannot, moreover, 


omit to mention a resolution passed by the Boa-d, 
to supply every vacant church and destitute con- 
eregation of our connexion, in the valley 
Mississ'ppi, with reliance on the blessing of the 
yreat Head of the Church, in the space of five 
vears. It was stated that three.individuals of this 
city, have pledged them<elves for $15,000 towards 
he accomplishment of this grand enterprise. MM/o- 
ney will not be wantine, and if the liberalitv of the 


of the 


nable the Board of F.ducation to’ furnish 


us with the right sort of men, bv the Divine bless- 
ing upon the pravers and alms and exertions of our 
»rethren, we have no good reason to fear that the 
work wi'l not be done. 

The report was then, on motion accepted, and i' 
was further move’ to refer it to a special commit- 
ree; but before th's motion was acted on, the As- 
sembly adjourned till 4 o’clock P M. ! 


40’clock P. M. 


The motion for committing the report of the 
Board of Missions was resumed, and after some dis- 


was carried tocommit it. 

Dr. M‘Dowell’s 
ter y of Philadelphia. After some farther 
of the question, at half past 5 o’clock, a 


recess of 10 minutes was ne mp and after re- 
cess, the Assembly met in the b 

The consideration of the motion ws resumed, 
and Dr. Miller observed that the method marked 
out in the motion im; lied the consent of the parties, 
which it appeared was not to be had in the present 


y of the church. 


wever much he might have been inclined 


to the motion, if the consent of the parties to that 
mode of procedure, had been. obtained, he was de. 


pinion that no course ought to be pursued 


which would in anv way abridge the rights of the 
parties, or at all cover up the business. He would 
recommend as the best ccurse in present circum- 
stances, to read all the decuments bearing on the 
case, and then the Assembly wou'd have ground 
upon which they cculd form a judgment. 
therefore moved the postponement of the present 


He 


the purpose of reading all the documents 


relating to the business. : 
Mr. Armstrong argued for the reading of the 


before putting the business into the 
a committee, and then the Assembly 


would knew what thev were committing to them. 
A gentleman (from New Y. rk, we believe,) rea- 
soned with great ability against committing the 


He referred to the fears of an excite- 
ng from the discussion, which had been 


thrown out as a resson for getting up the present 
But this House knew nothing of what was 


thout ; it was go be guided by a sense of 


duty in conformity. to the constitution of the 


If, however, an excitement was desired, 


he could not conceive of a better way to preduce it, 


he members of this body to declare that 


they are afraid to approach the question. He saw 
no other way of settling the business, than that of 
coming up openly and firmly to the ground marked 


Constitution- 


Fisk then moved that the present resolution 
be. postponed, and that all the documents in the 
hands of the Judicial Committee, relating to the 


avour of referring the busi- 
committee, and aguinst the motion for 


postponement. 


Tracy and Peters spoke in favour of the 


postponement, and ancther gentleman ayainst it. 
The m:tion for postponement was then put, and 


the affirmative. 


Resolved, To proceed to read the minutes of 
Presb, tery in relation to the whole case of the Rev. 
Albert Barnes. 

Ihe Assembly then united in solemn prayer to 
God for his direction in this momentous business. 

After some minor preliminaries had. been agreed 
upen, the Assembly gdjourned tll to-morrow 
morning at 9 o’clock. 


Fripay, May £7, 9 o’clock, A. M. 


After some business of minor importance had 
been transacted, some of the delegates appointed 
by last Assembly, to attend the meetifigs of other 
religious bodies, made their reports, which were 


accepted. | 
The unfinished business was then taken up. 
The Moderator reminded the Assembly, that they 
were about to sit in a judicial capaeity, and enjoin- 
ed the members to reeollect and regard their high 
character_as Judges of a court of Jesus Christ, and 


duty in which they were about to en- 


ace sake. He referred to his father as having | giving 


n a witness of the fatal effects of the controversy 
that rent the Presbyterian Church, seventy or 
eighty years ago, and whose conversations on the 
subject had made a deep impression u his 
youthful mind, which made him through hfe, ear- 
nest to avert, if possible, the recurrence of scenes 
so disastrous. 2. For the purpose of avoiding pro- | 
tracted and worse than useless discussion. There 
was no hope of throwing light upon great Constitu- 
tional questions, which were already as + ell under- 
stood as all the discussions that would ensue, could 
make them. The Assembly, were it to dieuss} 
the subject for a month, could not settle how far a 
minister may depart in minute matters from the 
letter of the Confession of Faith, without ceasir»g. 
to be worthy of being reckoned a mivister of the 
Presbyterian Church. ‘he question is too indefi- 
nite. ‘There is no end to diff-rences of opinion on 
minor points involved in such a question, We 
knew that a man may go so far, that he cannot 
honestly remain a member of the Presbyterian 
Church:- but where wculd we, after all our discus- 
sions, agree to draw the line? He would add, that 
he conceived the proposed plan to be better ca'cu- 
luted to sécure peace and settle differences than 
any other. He had no idea of covering up the busi- 
ness from investigation, or of being more favcurable 
tu one party than to the other. ut, in this way, 
he thought less time would be consumed, and the 
result would be more happy, and equally conclu- 
sive. 

_ Amember p sed to settle the matter summa- 
rily by putting the question to sustain or not sustain, 


Mr. Barnes, 
oint of order :—he asked 


definite 


Mr. White-rose toa 
whether the motion itself for commitment was in 
order at the present stage of the business, when 
the consent of the parties to the measure had not 
been obtained ? 

Dr. Miller explained, that the commitment im- 
plied the consent of the parties. 

Mr. White rose again to inquire if the consent 
of parties had been obtained, for until that was 
had, there was nothing to discuss, 

- A member remarked that in his view the rights 
of the — ought to be respected; that the 
proposed mode of disposing of the business might 
probably not satisfy them. 

Dr. Green then requested a postponement of the 
question till to-morrow, that he might consult with 
his brethren ; which was not granted. 

He then suvgested the propriety of a conference 
with these who acted with him in this business. 
Dr. Ely consented, provided that the other par- 
he some of whom are members of the Assembly, 
should not be permitted to speak upon the ques- 
tion, 

Dr. Green said that he was authorised by his 
brethren to state their consent to an immediate: 
reference of the business to a committee. 

Judge Darliny, one of the committee appointed 
by the minority to justify their complaint, said that 
his only object was to obtain a speedy and amicable 
termination of the business. But he wished the 
matter to be understood, Is it to be understood 
that the whole business is given up entirely into 
the hands of the Genéral Assembly ? Is it under- 
stood that neither of the parties shall have any 
thing farther to say in the business? Is the busi 
ness placed precisely in that state in which it 
te be, had both parties, at this moment, sp - 
ken until they were satisfied? Is it to be under- 
stood that neither the committee of the party com- 
plained of, nor those of them who were members 
of the Assembly, should have anv farther par- 
ticipation in the debates upon the subject ? 

Dr. Green said that he understood that the 
Commissioners and Committee of the Philadel- 
phia Presbyterv would stand on the same footing ; 
avd vepeated that it was the desire of himself and 
his brethren to submit the whole business to the 
General As-embl | 


vise and adep 


dled **’The W 


mon. 


correspo: 


mittee, if appointed, w.uld be fi-al. 
Mr. White explained that the parties rel'n- 
qu'sh all claim to be heard—the committee in their 
report will bring in the subject before the house, 
when it will be discussed and d'sposed of, by the 
Assembly. He hoped that it woud be con/mitied, 
as it would save time, and be issued with the same 
justice to parties as if they had been heard .—he 
was not for covering up questions ¢f such impor- 
tance as the care involved ;—sooner@han this 
should happen, he would rather see the Assembly 
divided at this moment, and the ties by which they 
were now dubiously held, rent asunder. 

Mr. Phelps wished to know if all the documents 
relating to this case, in the hands of the jucicial 
commi tee, would be referred to the commiitee 
proposed to be appointed, and he was answered in 
the affirmative. 

The. motion for commitment to a committee of 
eleven was then put, and cairied; only a few say- 
ing ‘ Nay.” 

The Assembly had a recess for ten minutes; at 
the expiration of which the moderator announced 


adopted. 


mittee, 


and Napier. 

The committee, to which the report on the 
organizing particular churches had been recom- 
mitted,, made their report, which was accepted 
and adop’ed. 

The, Assembly adjourned to meet tomorrow 
morning at 9 o'clock, Concluded with prayer. 

SaTuRDAY, 28th May, 9.0’clock, A. M. 

After the opening of the session with prayer, &c. 
the delegates appointed by. the last Assembiy to 
the German Retormed Svncd reported 

The report of the Directors of the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton was then read, accepted, 
and ordered to be printed in the appendix to the. 
es, List Summer the number of stulents was 
110. In winter there were 45 additional students, 
Highest number of students during the year, 113; 
present number, 97, 

The report of the Trustees of the Theological 
Seminary was then read and accepted 

An overture from the Church of Frankfort was 
fead, in which complaint was made of the evils 
arising from the separate action of the Assembly’s 
Board cf Missions and the Am. H. Missionary So- 
ciety, and praying the Assemblv to effeet a junction 
of the two:—referred to the Committee on Mis- | p 
sions, 

A memorial was then read from the Presbytery 
of Richland, containing, 1. Representations of the 
evils afising from ministers of the Presbvterian 
Church preaching. doctrines at variance with the 
Church standards, which were deeply injurious to 
the harmony and peace «f the churches, as well as 
subversive of discipline and order: that these evils 
require the serious attention of the General Assem- 
bly. The memorial then referred to the rise of 
error in different places and churches, at first in- 
sinuating, concealed, cautious, apparently harm- 
less, until having gathered force, it swept awav the 
truth with the impetuous fury of a des lating flood. 
2. ‘he memorial adverted to the disposition mani- 
fested to decry the standards of the Church; they 
considered it to be an evil of nosmall moment that 
minis‘ers should speak lightly of those standards 
which they had most solemnly adopted, and which 
thev were under the most sacred obligations to 
maintain. They referred these two evils to the 
serious consideration of the Assembly, and confided 
in their wisdom to apply the proper remedy. 3. 
‘They complained of the evils produced by théope- 
rations of the American Home Missionarv Society, 
in the churches in the West, and considered the 
that Society to the Assembly’s Board 

asa just reason why the General As- 


hull, 


tion. 


were not 


tionable 


of Missi 
sembly should no longer appear in the same rela- 
tion to it. which had assumed. “They con- 
sidered it questionable, whether the General: 


ed se 
Assembly could canstitutionally make over to anv 


tely 


voluntary association the control over any a the re 

of the Missionary operations of thé Church. ‘Thev |h 

appealed to the Constitution, predicted, that “ha a little, 
at to 


ey have been, they would end in producing a 


they operations of that Society were continued as 
hism in the Church. . 


_ Thi i zed to the Committee 


Raving it re 


Presbyterian Church 
Mr. Ford asked whether the report of the com-} Winchester is pastor. 


Adjourned, with prayer, to meet of, Monday at 
9 o’clock, A. M. 


Monpay, May SO, 9 o’clock, A. M. 
After the usual preliminaries, the committee on 
mileage made their report, and it was accepted and 


berlain, Dr. Herron, 


‘The commi 


‘ ‘ay o8|t colo at Princeton of & plea, intended tn interfere with the-bebiness 
by ite: Monday jest now taken up by the House. He then read it 
of taclect them. | through, ant it: in the cane of 
: the siajarity in his AY al from certain members of the Pres- | Mr. Barnes, und oat of order. ; Breck . 
Ely.. bytery of Philadelphia was then asked if the wusdetorous. “ 
adjourned till 40’clock, 'P. | erected into u second Presbytery of Philadel- | decorons,” was the Madevator’s answer, It wae. 
f . é ~. to meet. for the first time, on, or before, the then moved and seconded, that the Letrer be read. 
4 0’clock, P. Ist of July. |The Moderator refused: to the sense ‘af the: 
The Assembly met, and resumed business. "— 


the General Assembly a right to decide con- 
troversies, which implied their right, he said, to} it is here given to the public. 
decide in the present case. 

Mr. Breckenridge argued at len 
constitutional right of the Assembly to Jay their 
hands upon the present question, and moved its in- 


ement. 


"Fre discussion then turned open the question of 
postponement, and after some time the previous 
question was called for, and decided in the nega- 
uve, by a vote of 117 to 64 
was postponed sine die. 

A memorial from 14 members of Sessions in the 
Ist, 2, 3d, and Sth churches of Cincinnati was 
read, consisting of various 

1. ‘Lhe memorialists deplored the evils of intem- 
perance, and expressed their earnest desire that 
‘the manufacture, traffic, and use of spiritucus li- 
quors should be bani: hed trom the Church. 
re: uested-the General Assembly to send down a 
injunction toshe Preslyyteries, to take inte conside- 
ration,, and. decde upon the question, whether or 
not sach as manuf.uciured, sold, or used these li- 
quors should be excluded from church member- 
ship. Upon movtion tHe consideration of the sub- 
ject was indefinitely postponed. 

2. They called the attention of the Assembly to a 
former resobution of thatbody, s hich leaves it entire- 
ly.to the chereecf the churches, whether to support 
their own Missiovary Board, 
Home Missiovary Society. 
suggested that As emdblies, us well as other detibe- 
rative bodies m:ghterr; and they considered the 
said resolution in favour of voluntary asseciations 
for Missionary purp ‘ses, as transcending the rights 
invested in the Assembly, by the Constitution cf 
the Church, They prayed the Assembly to de- 
ta definite phan for conducting the 
Missions of the Presbyterzan Church, foreign and 
domestic, ayreeable to the Constitution of the 
Church, and adverse to amalgamation with other 
Societics upon unconstitutional principles.- This 
was referred tothe Committee en Missions. 

3. The memorialists referred to the powers of 
the General Assembly, (Form of Government, xi. nor 
5,) to reprove, warn, or bear testimony against er. 
rors in doctrine. as the ground of them application to } 
then respecting the publication of a sermon in that 
quarter of the Church to which the memorialists 
belong, and over part of which they have an over- 
sight. They complained, that this sermon, enti- 
ay of Salvation.” was 
rv 8-9 identifying it with the American. Home 

issionary Society; that jt was widely dissemimated 
throughout the Vall€y of the Mississippi, scattering 
the seeds of error and discord, and misleading souls, 
They prayed the Assembly to disclaim ce-operaton 
with the said S ‘ciety, that men cf similar character 
with theauthorof that S rmon might not be breu; ht 
nto their @hurches; and further that the Assembly 
should censure the opinions contained in that Ser- 
It was resolved to postpone the cunsidera- | 
ion of this article indefinitely, and after some dis- 
Cussion it was carried in the affirmative; and so it 
was postponed size die. 

4. While the memorialists approve of Christian 
correspondence with other religious bodies, they 
canna approve of the present terms of that 
ence, which admits their delegates to 
deliberat® in our Assemblies, and their ministers 
into our churches; as being injurious to the purity 
and peace of the Church. 
bly so to alter the terms of correspondence as to 
render it not personal, but ep‘stolary, as tending 
more to the puritv of the Church, and attended 
with much less expense of time and money. 

The Committee on the Report of the Board of 
Missions brought in a 
they were not as yet all satisfied, and therefore 
wished to retain it in their hands. Wednesday 
Evening was fixed upon as the time when the An- 
niversury of the Board w: uld be held in the S xth 
, of which the Rev. S. G. 


The Assembly proceeded to the election of Di- 
rectors of the ‘Theological Seminary at Princetpn. 
The ballots were taken, and committed to a com- 


The 4th article of the Memorial of the elders of 
the churches in Cincinnati, relating to the altera- 
tion of the terms of correspondence with other re- 
ligious bodies, was then taken up, and on motion, 
indefinitely p stponed. 

The Report of the Board o 
read, accepted, and committed. 

A committee of nine, consisting of Ir. Cham- 
Messrs. Bevan, M‘Mullin, 
Woodhull, and others, were app.inted;to take the 
subject of the Board of Education under considera- 


ton reported, when it apneared that the follow ng 
persens are duly elecred Directors for three years, 
\iz. M nisters, ‘Tl. 
D. D. Gardiner Spring, D. D. R. M‘Cartie, 
J. Sandf rd, J. F. Clark, W. Latta. 

Hugh Auchincloss, Zechariah Lewis, J. T. Wood- 


ttee on Missions reported the follow- 
ing resolution, that a committee of three be elected 
to confer with the A* B. C. F. Missions, at their 
next meeting, and concert measures for enlisting 
the enereies of the Presbyterian Church in the 
cause «f @vangel.z ng the heathen, and to report a 
Plin of operation to next General Assembly 
This report was adopted and neminations being 
made for the committee, to my rrew. morning was 
appointed as the time for their election, 

They also reported cn the subiect ef the over- 
tures from some «f the Western Presby teries, &c. 
certain resolutions, & recommended a united Wes- 
tern Agency to be located in Cincin ati, and enter- 
ed into some detail of its form and mode of opera- 

It was moved to adopt it, and the Rev ‘ T. 
Russell, one of the committee, declared verbally his 
dissent, and his intention to show his reasons at 
length against the ad«ption of the plan. 
Ly Assembly then adjourned till 4 o’clock, 


from the case of 
While a mem 


be. M‘Dowsll, 


Le 


‘ 


3; and so the question 


rticulars; 


or the American 
They respectfully 


They pray the Assem- 


rt, concernin 


f Education was then 


‘Aulev, D. D. E 


4 o’clock, P. M. 

The first motion was the postponement of the 
unfinished business till to-morrow morning, in erder 
to take up the report of the committee on the case 
of Mr. Barnes. | 

The chairman of the committee stated, that 
they were unanimous in all the report which would 
now be read, although some regretted that they 
rmitted to add a few poijuts more re- 
lating to the subject. 

The report consisted of three resolutions, the 
sum of which is as f llows:— 

1. ‘Vhat while the General Assembly appreciates 
the conscientious zeal of the Preshvteryof Phila- 
delphia for the purity of the Church, and while 
there are in the sermon, entitled ‘¢ he Way of 
Salvation,” a number of unguarded and objec- 
assages;° they think that after the 
EXPLANATIONS which had been given, the 
Presbytery*should have let the matter rest, as un+ 
worthy of their notice. 


2. That the Presbytery suspend all further pro- 
ceedings in the case of Mr. Barnes. 
+3, That it is expedient, for the sake of peace, 
possible, measures be tak 
vide the vtery. 
It was also jacadinentd that the abstract ques- 
tions connected with the documents, be consider- | 
‘ the late Rev. J:-hn E Latta of Newcastle 
rt, the author of the followin ‘Lette 
to the Moderator of the Assembly, who" 
ararice) was about to > 
tits 
to read it. “Fhe'author reape 
erty to read it himself; but as Dr. M‘ 
ed to the reading of, 
Moderator 


On a motion fogcommitting this overture, a dis- | House, except upon.anappeal. Phe being 
Dr. Miller said, that according to what he had: cussion took place ppon the propriety of commit- made, Dr. M‘Dowell moved that tt rclahon i 
before he would now movethat acommit-| ment, “Lhe right of the Assembly to touch it at ull | the-Chair be sustained, and it was sustained by an- 
tee of ten should be appointed, to whom the matter | was contested.on the ground that the constitution tine baleen wt ang > so th 
‘of atl the documents bearing upon the preseat Case, } assigns the power of dividing Presbyteries speeifi- | put out of the House without bei 
}should be committed. He recom the | caily to Synods. As some may be under the impression that 
adoption of this course for two reasons; 1. For 7 Ford arose and quoted the. constitution as 


inst the 


Permit me, sir, with all due 
and to the venerable pay y over , 
to lay before you andt ztract from 
at their session in this place, on the 2st day 

April. - Itis as follows, vis. 
**On motion it was resolved, that the commis- 
sioners to the next General Assembly, from this 
Presbyvterv, with the Rev. Mesérs George Junkin, 
William L. M‘Calla, and Wilgam M. Engies, be. 
a committee of this Preshvtervy,‘to explain and de 
fend its proceedings before the next General Ag 
sembly, in reply to the complainants ascainet said 
p ings, who have g ven dotice that it is their 
imtention (the reference of the Presbytery notwithe. 
standing) to carry forward their complaint to the 
Judientory of the Church.” 


s the Assembly have-already reongiiteed? the 
validity of the above Presbvterial’ « nif 
now appear before you Rumbty tho clainy an | 
tunity te perform the dutv Which it devolves upem 


They 


our to be associated, in the commission, are said to 
have lost their right by their own consent. Withe 
out fear cr unf .ithfulness, or any censurable mutive, 
they conformed their ccurse to what then appeare 
ed imperious circumstances. If their request for 
time to deliberate had been granted, they wenld | 
probably have come to a different conclusicn, | 
Many of the members of the Assembly: believe 
that the want of an authentic answer to the come 
plaint will rob cur judges of that inf rmation which 
thev need, ahd have a right to demand. 
Complaint is a protracted and highly argumenta- 
tive decument. 
they will expect their commissioners, (of whem 1 
am one, as far as this subject is concerned, ) to an- 
swer it forthem. My colleagues neither possess 
aim the right of depriving me of this privi- 
lege, without mv consent, any more than I have 2 
right of compelling them to exercise it, without 
their consent. When my momentary absence at 
the time can be shown to be 0 disorderly or disre- 
spec'ful as to deprive’me of my commission, then, 
and then only, let my Presbytery be cet eff frem a 
hearing. But unless this be done, or unless the 
Presbytery should withdraw its commissicn, it is 
confidently hoped that the Assembly will aflow th 
constitutional exercise of its funétions, You weu 
think me deficient in respect, if I could supp: se. 
that you would sit judicially upon a complicated. 
and argumentative complaint, and refuse to hear 
any answer, either in word or writing, when it was 
constitutionally offered Who has a right to ine 
‘sinuate that you would hear ‘the complainants, in 
elaborate document, the master 


published with 


-piece of their 
nnited ingenuity, and refuse to hear’ a feeble, exe. 
temporanecus, verbal defence, from a single come 
plainee, a petitioner at your bar, suing fra lawful 
hearing, in his own right, and in the right of the 
Philadelphia Presbytery, who have appointed him 
for this very business? 

W hile Licel convinced that God, and the Charch 
and a judicious community will sustain the right 
the Preshytery to a hearing, when any member 

its committee insists apon that right ; yet I am wil- 
ling and anxious to do every thing in my power to- 
spare the time and feelings of the Assembly. I€ 


_—- me, Fam willing to be precluded from the 
which | the single anion of my interleas 
printed Complaint. Besides this, I 
willing that Mr. Barnes, or Dr. Ely, or Dr. MtAue 
lev, or all of them, should first speak in. supp 
of the Complaint, according to the arrangement of 
the judicial committee. As yet, however, there is 
only one party heard, without a word of answer 
trom the other side ; and- the Complaint itself says, 
in the words of a former Assembly, “ A trial, iw 
the nature of things, cannot be impartial, where 
there is but one party heard.” 

After duly weighing the toil, the danger, and 
the odium involved in this petition, and cons‘derin 
on the other hand, my indebtedness to that Savieu 
whose truth is also involved in this question, I anxe 
iously, though respec fully, urge my petition to he 


cupy of the 
am 


see the Conplainants furnished with all the bocks 
and papers which they may think necessary, while 
I shall be allowed. no other help than the Spirit of 
Jesus, and the complaint above mentioned. 
them be cheered with the smiles of popular favaur, 
and let me appear under the lowering frowns of am 
overwhelming majority. Only allow me the eon 
stitutional right of speaking for Christ ard his peo 
ple, and I am satisfied. If refused, I call heaven 
and eirth to witness, that the Complainces are de- 
nied that hearing which they earnestly solicit, 

to which they are entitled by the laws of God 


; tion, and to suggest some plan, which might give | man. ; ; . 
the following as the committee, to which the case | more efficienc the Baa. ah direct to pr 

ier, Mathews, McDowell, Syringe, sing, | Direct th healowical. 
Fisk, and Messrs. Bacon, Ross, White, Jessup ahem it W, L. M‘CALLA. 


A motion made to lay the report on the table till 
to morr. w morning was lost. 
— report was then read by sections and qdopt- 
ed. 

lt was then proposed to spend a short tinfe in re- 
turning that.Ks to God for the peaceful termination 
of this business, and prayer for pardon, if the de- 
cision had been erronecus; and the thronecf Grace 
was “ddressed by Dr. Fisk. 

[We sclemnly record our deep confiction here, 
that the prayer was more seasonable than the 
thanksgiving ; as the latter part of the first resolue 
tion seems to be founded tpon some erroneous con- 
ception about the nature of the explenatione cffered 
to Presbytery ; and the third relates to a subject 
which no decument from the Presbytery brouyht 
before the Committee—and which, when brought 
on Saturday before the house in an informal mane 
ner, was, by the decision of the Assembly, virtually 
proneunced to be a question with which the As- 


sembly had nothing todo, 
The judicial committee reported the complaint 


Fisk, 


Laymen, 


terian Church in New Orleans against the majo 

ty, in the case of Mr. Clapp, which was put Upog 
the decket as also a complaint of the minority | 
against the majoritv ¢f the Synod of Kentucky—Aa 


was read, prop: sing that the sense of the Presbyte- 
ries shculd be obtained upon such an alteration of 
the Constitution, as that instead cf Preshs teries, 
Synods should send delegates to the General Assem- 
* biv, at the rate cf one niinister and one elder for 
every and one minis‘er one elder at- 
ditional, for every twenty ministe 

The "snundictes on the Report of the Board of 
Education reported, approving it and recommefd- 
ing it to he a by the Executive committee 
of the Board. 

The committee on Statistics reported, and that 


ment of the statistical p«rt of the printed minutes 
of the Assembly so as to lessen the expense of pub- 
lication, come under discussion. 

\The Assembly adjourned till tomorrow morning, 


OCTORARA FOUR®AYS MEETING. 


A Four days Meeting, at |'pper Chester coun- 
ty, Pa. will commence on Tuesday the 14th of June, next. 
June 1. 
en to di- 


Rev. Wm. Latta, Cuarues E. Dusats, Esq. of 
Doylestown, Bucks ccunty, to Mary, her 


PSA LMS AND. HYMNS, * . 
PEROMED 
Presbyterian Church, 


nested. 
well 
lf, or 


me. The six brethren with whom IJ had the hone , | 


As the Presbytery never saw i*, 


admitted to the post. for which the Preshvtery ape. 


andling cf all books and papers whatever, with 


admitted to the duty assigned me... Tam willing to | 


of the minority of the Session « f the First aah”, wm. 


overture from the Presbytery of West Lexington, — 


part of their report which relates to the arrange- “ 


JAMES LATTA. 
MARRIED, in this city on the 24th the 
of 
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ph, and angels 

of wrath-blighted 


orld of sin! 


THE SABBATH DAY. 


t-pretotype of heaten, blest Sabbath Da 


tor. | 
roach @ poisy. world is dumb ; 

place in oar dtear pilgrimage, 
he eclipse would dress the worl 
_ Then Would op on reign—thep lust rebe]— 


Strom vilesMammon’s sway, 
Ti sacred pledge 
“Best fiend and soother of the and weak ; 
soul and body may refreshment scek:—  — 
out, our moral sun, 
» huge orld in gloom ; 
~ Confusion would seize on every one, : 
Orne ak, love, order, find a hast tomb : . 
‘Bhen violen 


testimony ofod, viz. bis. declaration that 
| umis the Christ; that is to say, the Saviour 
promised from the begun , whom the patri- 
archs saw afar off, whom Moses and the pro- 
phets foretold and described, and who in the 
fulness: of God’s détermined time, was manifest 
_in the flesh, justified. in the Spirit, seen of an- 
|  g@ls,.préached to the Gentiles, believed on in 
| .th@world, and received up into glory, (1 Tim. 
¢16,)., Ifyou believe this declaration of God, 
God who-has bestowed sueh faith upon 
gu, and you. are blessed. 
become more and more convinced 
‘@'the necessity of self-examination in relation 
‘tO this, and of thoroughly searching my heart ; 
fer at is.go-common to say, “I believe in Jesus 
Christ; T trust Saviour,” that they have 
b&conie words o ‘course, to which no'significa- 
» 4+ Xour remark is just ; I agree with you in 
thinking, that few, very few, probably, of those 
a beliéve that they are Christians, know 
| 


> 


. 


‘it ‘they’ say, when they pronounce the word 
-Saviour. ‘Tell me, do you yourself well 
Enow this 7—What is a Saviour? 
J One that saves us,’that delivers us from 
some evil, at danger, when we are ready 
more, dear John,-is implied than 


at. A Saviour saves that which was, or is,— 
t that which will, or may be lost. That 
which is not actually and completely lost can- 
' fiot be saved. For example—you fall into a 
Geép and rapid river. In falling, you break one 
ef your arms, and can only use the other in sup- 
porting yourself from sinking; which you do 
with a great deal of difficulty, and you are ex- 
~~ for a considerable length of time to the 
inger of being carried away by the current. 
throw myself into the water—I swim to you 
‘lL encourage and sustain you; and we reach 
the bank in safety. God preserved us both ; 
but, humanly speaking, am I in this case your 
or onl¥ your helper? 
- In this case, you would have powerfully 
- assisted me ; but since I should have been able 
of myself, to reach.the shore, you would not 
isely be my saviour... 
. _ #. But suppose, that in falling into the river, 
yen Struck your head against a rock, and fainted. 
I hasten to your relief, and, thank God, I am 
‘S@nabled to snatch you from the Water, and bring 
you tothe shore. What, then, humanly speak- 
ing, have I done? 
J. Ah! you have saved me ; for on the pre- 
gent suppositien, I was lost, 
“* 2. But how would the matter have stood, if 
instead of fainting, you had died, and that I, 
dying for yougjn the water, should have caused 
my life to.pass into your body ; so that you re- 
gain the shore, while my corpse is ingulphed in 
the stream? 
_ J. Yes, now I perceive it ; it js in this man- 
ner uaat Jesus has thrown himself into the river 
of wgath and saved his Church, which had not 
fainted, but was dead and wholly lost. O what 
love is this ! 
” FP. Yes, for the Son of God is not simply a 
‘helper, but a Saviour. He has trodden the wine- 
spreas alone, as he says in Isa. |xiii. 3: He has 
” taken him the whole work of salvation ; 
for he’ saved the lost, and not that which was 
‘only astray, or in danger of being lost. There- 
accotding to a knowledge of the 


Sore, it is. | 
‘truth of God's testimony to say to men,—“ Con- 
‘duct yourselves*so and’so, that you may be 
Jost ;” or to represént Jesus to them as a helper 
ogly, and nota Saviour. 
mak Will you permit me, Sir, to tell you what 
effect this view of the truth produces in me !— 
‘It seems tome, that when poor sinners are told 
‘from ‘the pulpit, to pursue such conduct as say 
‘not bring upon them merited condemnation. 

ey are treated like some poor wretch who hus 
taken poison; to whom the physician says: 
“My friend, poison. is deadly ; therefore I ad- 

vise thes never td tagge it.” This physician is 

truly a ej because, in the first place, 

prevents Bispatient from believing that he 

iwaiready “poisoned, and then refuses him the 
of the antidote. 

*B. And what would you say of that = rere 


Wever tells lris'patient, that there o such 


interesting of the testimony 


4 


the seronl place;that ‘wheso- 
Jesus is the Christ, 


‘ 


a 

: 

. 
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und, earth resemble hell! G——n. 


MESCELLANEOUS. 


troy my friend, is the first part of 


ndison, and that the state of his health 
Bal et us drop. this, and pursue 


Fespectipg our eternal salvation. You, 
apo, that Jesus is certainly 


§ 


iso’er, 4 
clod 


home in-the presente of God.” 


| Sir, according to this ‘your testimony, wh 


"| his Son, Jesus 


| 


| 


? 
Py 


Gort, bas. 
‘forever. 


nal ‘te 


yes 


f. 


hold in my hand, I can‘also be entirely’ certain 


thatI am a child of God according to. bis.testi- 


mony writtan 
heart. 
P. Llov 


in the Bible and.......alvo in my 


e to perceive your earnestness 
nd, tia 


| hold on the great salvation. | O my frie 


angels of God in heaven are now &xpressing 
the transports of their joy, if the true state of 
your soul really corresponds with your confes- 
sion:, Death andthe curse withdraw their gloom 
from above your head, and tlie tender, immuta- 
ble compassions of Jehovah descend to fill you 
with bappiness, and crown, you,.with glory.— 


John, answer’ me deliberately, even as you 
“| would, if you were‘ upon your dying bed,——Do 


you believe the testimony of God concerning 
de -Askeme, Sir, if-I am alive, and I will 


answer I am certair-of it, because I live. 


I-can reply in no other manner to your present 
question. _1 am certain‘ that I believe the tes- 
timony of God, because I am conscious of be- 
lieving it. In regard to this, I cannot deceive 
myself. Isit not said, somewhere in the Bible, 
that + the spirit of a man knoweth what is in 
him?” (1 Cor. ii. 11.) Well, my spirit knows 
that there is in me, this assured persuasion 
y 

eemftently, that Jesus Christ is his Son, theenly 
Saviour. Now, since God declares that_who- 
soever thus believes on the name of the Lord 
Jesus, has everlasting life, I confidently believe 
that J have life eternal; for, first, I am sure 
that from the heart I believe in Jesus; and 
secondly, I am sure that God has made this 
prémise, and will unfailingly perform it.....0, I 
have. a new existence —All is comfort !—My 
burden is wholly removcd ! 

P. So, my'dear John, you have received as 
4rue,all that I have told you? i 

J. (With some hesitation.) Pardon me, Sirf, 
it is not what you, but what God has told me, 
that I have received. I believe the testimony 
of God. 

P. But if I should now tell you: that there is 
a mistake in the faith which you have just now, 
professed, and that I could prove it to ‘you, 
from the Bible, what would y6u do? 

J. [He looks steadfastly upon the Pastor, 
then laying his hand upon the Bible, proceeds. 
Were you, Sir, or an angel from. heaven, to de- 
clare to me any other thing than the testimony 
of God, I should be grieved’ at it, but I would 
say, “ That is not according to the. Word of 
God.’ Besides, Sir, words have not two oppo- 
site meanings. When God declares that Jesus 
is his Son and the Saviour, he means what he 
says. Further, when he declares that there is 
eternal life in this SaviourMhrough whom he 
confers it upon us, there is nothing here eva- 
sive or equivocal. Finally, when the scme in- 
fallible God declares, that whosvever believes 
that Jesus is the Christ, hath life,, certainly 
there is no need of a very great amount of 


any one come, therefore, and tell me that Jesus 
is not the Son of God, or that he is not the 
Christ, the Saviour, or that everlasting life is 
not a gift conferred through Christ, or that 
something else than faith in the Son of God is 
necessary to the possession of this eternal life ; 
and whoever he might be, if even one of the 
most eminent professors, I would say to him— 
I am-only.a domestic, born and educated in a 
village, incapable of reasoning with you, but I 
must remain under the conviction, that what 
you say is opposite to the declarations of the 
Bible. Now, as Iam resolved to believe with 
all my heart this book of God, I am also re- 
solved, with all my heart, not to believe you. 


This, Sir, is my Theology. 


P. Very well, John, firmly retain -your 
position; as it is also that of the inspired Paul, 
you run no hazard in maintaining it to the end 
of your life. Really and cordially believe the 
testiinony of God, and leave men to cavil as 
they please. The tongue of liars must, one 
day, be reduced to dust; but, like himself, 
“the Word of the Lord remains forever.” 
You-have confessed the Lo:d Jesus with your 
mouth; if, therefore, you believe with your 
heart that God has raised him from the dead, 
certainly you shall be saved, and the :gift of 
God is come unto you, (Rom. x. 9, 10.) Then 
éxamine yourself, and prove your own self, 
whether you be in the faith; whether you be- 
lieve in reality, and as you believe the testi- 
mony of a person whom you esteem and hon- 
our. You can. thus know for yourself thai 
Jesus Christ is in you, “if,-in truth, you have 
received him by faith in his name;” (2 Cor. 
xill. 5.—John i. 12;) and #f you find this well- 
beloved Saviour in you, then boldly and fear- 
lessly say, “I have life,” for God has spoken it, 
(1 John v. 12.) | 


J. When the poor blind man, whom our Sa- 
viour—yes—our Saviour, for I am now confi- 
dent that he is soch—whom our Saviour healed 
on the Sabbath day, was brought before the 
council gn that account, and the unbelieving 
Jews told him that Jesus was a sinner, this 
blind man replied: ‘ Whether he be a sinner 
or no, I know not; one thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I see,” (John ix. 25.) 
Shall I tell you, Sir? it is the same case with 
I was assuredly blind, but nowIsee. I 
cannot disown it; and were the whole world to 
tell me that I am sclf-deluded and seduced, or 
that I am fanatical, or carried away by your 
doctrine, I should always'be otliged to answer, 
““Whéther I am deluded, or fanatical, | know 
not, but this I well know, that I was once 
spiritually blind, and now I clearly see.—Yes, 
I was wandering in the darkness of delusion 
and unbelief; and this day Iam walking in the 
light of faith. I knew not whether-God would 
ever forgive and save me; and now I am fully 
assured .that he“ will remember my sins and 
iniquities no more,” for so he has told me, 
(Heb. x: 17.)” 


P. Yes, and he has told you so in designat- 
ing you by a better name than John P.... 
For if the Lord had written in his book these 
wards: “ John P.... is one of gny elected 
ones,” what uneasiness you would have expe- 
rienced, until you had ascertained that there 
was no other man on the face of the earth 
bearing the same name as you! But'you know 
that you, yourself, are he whosoever, who be- 
lieves that Jesus is the Christ, and hence you 


are sure that you have life through faith in that | 


“ only name given under heaven ‘among men, 
whereby we must be saved,” (Acts If 
ron have faith, Jahn, you have treceiygd from 
God, the ‘ wurre stone, and in the stone a 
‘name «written,. which no man knoweth 
that»receiveth it,”’{Rev.: ii. 17.) 
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es, this firm belief, that God is true, and con- | 


knowledge to understand his meaning. Let] 
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rotect amd guide me, what will-become of me 
thit evil world! 

| 'P. You haye, then, a desire of living a life 

-of:holigess in this world? | 


voted to thy God, my Saviour—yes—my own 

- FP, Well, John, this same God, who has 
called you to. the fellowshipsof his Son Jesus 
Christ, is faithfal; and since ‘he has promised 
to“ cofifirm you ‘unto the end, that you may be 
blamcless im the day of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
(1 Cor. i. 8,93) You rest with the utmost 
confiderice en that promise, and claim the ac- 
complishment of it every day: in your prayers. 
_ J. God has promised, then, to keep his elect 
until the day of judgment? 
Yes, my brothtr; our Father has saved 
us eternally through his well beloved Son. 
The water which this powerful Saviour gives 
his sheep, springs up’ into everlasting life. 
‘‘ For if when we wete enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of hixSon; much 
more being reconciled we shall be saved by his. 
life,” (Rom. v. 10.) ‘* He that hath spared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
how shall he not with him dso freely give us 
all things?” (Rom. viii. 31.) Let the child of 
God, then, be at peace: since God is for him, 
who can be against him? And who shall sepa- 


has given his love in Christ Jesus, our Saviour, 
who liveth “orever and ever? . 

J. O how happy I am now to know and be- 
lieve all these declarations and promises, since 
to me, also, they are made! What blessedness 
is’ ij, Sir,to be able tosay with c.st¥inty ; “ All 
that God has spoken of his love to his dear 
o# dren, concerns me, yes, even me! I am 
known of God; he looks -upon me and loves 
me in Christ, for he has fully pardoned me and 
given me life. He gave himself forme, and 
-has chosen me for himself! O! this is too much 
happiness for an unworthy sinner ! 

P. What willit be then, dear brother, when 


of our God, and when the Holy Spirit shall have 
taught you something of the extent of the love 
of Christ, and of the sweetness of his commu- 
nion with a soul which he has been pleased to 
make his own! Ah! my friend, if it is wonder- 
ful and joyful to pags over Jordan on dry land, 
and to see the walls of Jericho overthrown, it is 
still more delightful to penetrate into the land of 
promise, and feast there in peace on the milk 
and Honey which the Geé of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, has abundantly provided? It is 
the office of God’s Holy Spirit to exhibit those 
refreshing dainties and bestow them upon the 
thirsty, longing soul. My dear John, if in truth 
you have this day passed over Jordan, and if the 
power of the Lord has already burst in glory on 
youf enraptured gaze, call upon the heavenly 
Guide, the Spirit of truth and holiness, and un- 
der his sovereign guidance, O Bartimevs! fol- 
low that well-bcloved Saviour, who has given 
you sight, and walks before you, in the heaven- 
ward way! 


REMARKS. 

Our readers will perceive that it is evidently 
the design of the author, in the Tract which we 
have.‘now placed before them, to point out the 
true and immoveabie foundation of justifica- 
tion and peace with God to the inquiring soul. 
Consequently, he fixes the attention upon God 
in Christ Jesu: as the Author and Finisher, the 
Beginning and the End of our salvation ; and 
upon faith in his unerring testimony as the instru- 
ment of reception, on our part, through which 
we are viewed as federally one with Christ, 
and have an interest in all the benefits of the 
everlastigg covenant. That the Author has not 
dwelt more distinctly upon the effects of truc 
faith, in order to guard against the substitution 
of fancy or presumption in its place, we consid- 
er as a defect of some nagnitude. If our faith 
is fruitless, if it do not “* work by love, and puri- 
fy the heart,” it is delusive, hardening, and 
ruinous. We should have been pleased to find 
the Pastor more explicit upon this point; al- 
though it is evident that he takes it for granted 
all along, and sometimes broadly implies that 
true faith, as it leads to love and confidence in 
God, and essentially consists in receiving the 
whole testimony of God, must necessarily be a 
living principle of holiness in the believer. 

It would be injustice to Dr. Maran, to omit 
mentioning, that he has written another Tract, 
subsequent to this, intended, we believe, to 
illustrate the practical effects of faith, and 
which he announces at the close of the Tract 
now before our readers, in the following terms. 
“If it please God, we shall see in a subsequent 
conversation how the practice of good works 
necessarily flows froma a sincere faith in Jesus 
Christ; insomuch that “he that saith, 1 know 
Jesus, and keepeth not his commandments, is 
a liar.” (1 John ii. 4.) This second Tract we 
hope to procure, and at some future time, will 
endeavour to select such portions of it, as shall 
appear most likely to be interesting and edify- 
ing to our readers. | 


RICHARD HOOKER. 

He was a meek and pious man, and spent his 
days iv labouring to promote the glory of his 
Creator, and the happiness of men. 

He possessed great learning and sound judg- 
ment. A short time before his death, this 
humble and.truly good man expressed himself 
us follows :— | 

- *T have lived to see that this world is full of 
perturbations ; and I have been long preparing 
to leave it, and gathering comfort for the awful 
hour of making up my account with God, which 
I row apprehend to be near. And though I 
have by his grace, loved him in my youth, and 
feared him in my age, and laboured to have a 
conscience void of offence towards him, and to- 
wards all men; yet, if thou, Lord, shouldst be 
extr@me to mark what I have done amiss, how 
shail I abide it? Where I havé failed, Lord, 
show mercy to me; for I plead not my right- 
eousness, but the forgiveness of my unright- 
ousness, through his merits who died to pur- 
chase pardon for penitent sinners.”” 

At another time he said, ‘God hath heard 
my ‘daily petitions; for I am at peace with all 
men, and he,is at peace with me. From this 
blessed assurance, I feel that inward joy, which 
the world-can neither give nor take from me. 
‘My conscience beareth me this witness; and 


this witness makes the thoughts of death joy- 


by hia ; for of myself, what} 
‘oan 7. Fam by as infant newly: born, 


. J. Ah! what can I now wish, but to be. de- pears that a satisfactory answer may be-given 


rate from the love of God, him to whom God} 


you shall have walked for some time in the ways} 
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in the Lord’s vine- 
“This ‘is Question’often asked by those who 
are just entering on'the field of labor. It ap- 


How 


in the following lat “Give thyself 
wholly to the work.” erever the whole 
heart is engaged, those efforts will be made, 
which. are generally attended with ‘success. 
Where*the heart is fully set on one object, 
the invention will be at work to devise means 
for its accomplishment: not only, to devise. 
means, bu* those which aré best. calculated to 
produce the desired effect. Thus, the mind of 
a devoted minister is continually dwelling on’ 
the salvation of souls; every thing he does has 
a reference to this great object: while others, 
turn aside to rest awhile, on earthly things, his 
heart ascends up to God for the redémption of 
lost souls. The minister who intends going to 
heaven, attendéd by a throng of souls redeemed 
. by‘his instrumentality, must not be content with 
preaching from the pulpit. There is more to 
be done by preaching, like Paul, from house to 
house, than men are generally disposed to be- 
lieve. He that would win souls to Chast, 
must give himself fully to the work in all its 
parts. When in the pulpit, he may present 
the truths of the gospel clearly, and impress 
them on the conscience by the most péwerful 
arguments that can be drawn from reason and 
revelation combined; and all will fail of arrest- 
ing the sinner in the roadto ruin. But, Jet him 
descend from the sacred desk and mingle with 
his flock; let him take his place in the family 
circle and there unfold the treasures of divine 
grace, and soon will he witness the tear of con- 
scious guilt steal silently down the cheek of 
those who, under hig former ministration were 
entirely unmoved. The next time that counte- 
nance is seen in the sanctuary, it is not with 
the idle gaze of the careless sinner; but with 
the deep solemnity of an anxious inquirer. 
Truth will then fall on the awakened sinner, 
with the force of seven thunders. While he 
converses with them about their souls and en- 
deavours to guide them to Christ; they feel 
that he is interested for theirsalvation. While 
he does this, he inspires them with confidence 
in him; and induces the belief, that he is sin- 
cere in the cause which he advocates. This 
belief is of the utmost importance to success in 
the ministry. 

Sinners are too ready to suppose, that preach- 
ing is the business. of the servant of Christ— 
that in the pulpit Ee should exhibit the warmth 
and zeal of Paul, in union with the flowing elo- 
quence of Apollos. But if,afterleaving the desk, 
he exhibits the same tender solicitude for the 


salvation of sinners, and during the week im- | 


presses those truths he inculcated.on the Sab- 
bath, they must feel that he believes them of the 
last importance. By conferring in private with 
his people, he learns their state; he finds out 
those excuses, which impenitent persons use in 
destroying their souls. He knows at once 
what his sermons ought to be. Instead, there- 
fore, of entering the pulpit prepared to deliver 
truths, which, though important in themselves, 
yet will not suit the condition of his flock, he 
is there prepared to give to each individual his 
portion in due season. The skilful physician 
first ascertains the disease of his patient, and 
the part most affected, and then applies the 
appropriate remedy. It is no less important 
or him who would heal the souls of men, to 
know where the malady rages with the most 
violence. He may preach to his people a whole 
year and then know nothing about their spirit- 
ual condition. Never can he learn their state, 
except he preach the gospel from house to 
house. He who fails in this part of ministerial 
duty, neglects one of the most important means 
of bringing souls to a sense of their danger. 


Amicus. 
THE OMNIPOTENCE OF CHRIST. 


‘Without me ye can do nothing.”—John xv. 5. 
What can such language mean, coming as it 
does from him who could not lie, unless Christ 
be God as well as man, unless he is omnipo- 
tent, the upholder of all things, and that Being 
on whom we are all dependent, and in whom 
we live, move, and have our being? Who 
dare aéhime such language in reference to 
grace, or nature, if he were not the God of all 
grace? ‘ Without mg ye can do—nothing. 

- Unless Christ speak, man may speak or preach 
in vain,—unless he give efficiency to the word 
of truth, in vain is it presented to mortals. 
Without his special assistance the apostles 
were broken reeds, without it the Christian is 
a trembling leaf, and the poor sinner mourning 
over his sins, a—poor sinner still. But with 
it, an apostle ‘could do all things,” the Chris- 
tian is clothed with more than mortal strength, 
and the broken hearted publican raised to the 
original dignity of man. - 


ADVICE TO APPRENTICES. 


1. Having selected your profession, resolve 
not to abandon it: but by a life of industry and 
enterprize to adorn it. You will be much 
more likely to succeed in business you have 
long studied than in that of which you know 
but little. 

2. Select the best company in your power 
to obtain, and let your conversation be on 
those things yoy wish tolearn. Frequent con- 
versations will elicit much instruction. 

3. Obtain a friend to select for you the best 
books of morality, religion, and the liberal 
arts, and particularly those which treat on your 
own profession. It is not the reading of many 
books that makes a man wise, but the reading 
of only those which can impart wisdom. — 
4. Thoroughly understand what you read; 
take notes of all that is worth remembering, 
and frequently review what you have written. 

5. Select for your model, the purest and 
greatest characters, and “lways endeavour to 
imitate*their virtues, and to emulate theirgreat- 
ness. 

6. Serve God ; attend his worship ; and en- 
deavour to set an example of piety, charity, 
and sobriety to all around you. . 

7. Love your country; respect your rulers; 
treat with kindness your fellow apprentices ; 
let your great aim be usefulness to mankind. 

8. Get all you can by honest industry; spend 
none extravagantly; and provide largely for old 
age. 3 

9. In a word, think much; act circumspect- 
ly, and live usefully. 


Alas! if my best Frrenp, who laid down his 
life for m@, were to remember all the instances 
‘in which I have neglected Him, and to plead 
them against me in judgment, where should I 
hide my guilty head in the day of recompense! 
I will _pray, therefore, for blessings upon my 
friends, though they cease to be so; and upon 
my: enemies, though they continge such.— 
Cowper. 


| 


(Geo.) April 21. 
Narrow —A very singular. matter 
happened at Wilkinson Superior Court last) 
week. A gentleman, as we understand it, a 
member of the Grand Jury, asked his neigh- 
bour for.the loan of a dollar. He assented, 
took out his pocket book, and it, when 
the applicant, seeing a dollar note, put his hand 
into the book, ih a familiar way, and took it 
out. The lender,.a short time afterwards, hav- 
ing occasion to examine his money, missed a 
hundred dollar bill. . From the borrower’s man- 
ner, and from his a taken the dollar bill 
rather too familiarly, hé’ was suspected; and 
the lender, 
hundred dollar bill had been taken feloniously 
at the same time that the one dollar bill was 
taken. The borrower asserting,his innocence, 
a bill of indictment was preferred against him; 
the jury retutned a true bill—he was expelled 
from the jury; and so strong was the public 
feeling against him, that he had to go to jail, 
for the want of bail.—He was deserted by every 
body. There was then no doubt that he would 
be convicted. 
In the mean time, another man who was attend- 


race 


‘ing court, heard of the circumstances, and re- 


collected having recéived, what purported to 
be thirty-five dollars, on the same day, from the 
lender’ above-mentioned. He went home and 
examined the money. Neither himself or his 
wife being able to read, all that they could de- 
termine was that there were three notes, which 
he had taken as ten dollars each, and one as 
five—and that one of the tens was unlike the 
others. He brought the money to the court 
house the next day—handed it to the solicitor, 
and explained the circumstance of his having 
received it the day before. On examination, 
one of the bills supposed to have been paid for 
ten, turned out to be a hundred dollar bill. 
This explained the loss. The borrower was 
brought out of jail, relieved from all suspicion 
of crime, and restored to his mghts and privi- 
leges as a member of the Grand Jury, and to 
his standing in society—Geo. Jour. 


| Reapine, (Penn.) May 17. 
A warning.—Saturday last was the Battalion 
training day at Kutztown in this county, and as 
is usual on such occasions, the young people 
who had collected from the adjoining neighbor- 
hoods indulged in a dancing frolic in the course 
of the morning; at about eleven o’clock, when 
all were in the heighth of their merriment, a 
young lady, the daughter of John Mengle, of 
Maiden-creek township, who was then dancing, 
fell to the floor—.iretess. It was supposed 
at the moment that she had only fainted; med- 
ical aid, however, was immediately procured, 
and every possible exertion made to restore her 
—but no signs of returning life appeared. 
Thus, suddenly, was a young woman who but 
a moment previous was in the enjoyment of 
blooming health, and surrounded by gay and 


sence of Almighty God? How emphatic the 
warning. ‘The “small still voice,” in this sad 
catastrophe, speaks to the heart of every one— 
“prepare to meet thy God.” ‘The immediate 
cause of her death is traced to very tight lacing, 
and consequent excessive fatigue from dan- 
cing. | 


SUDPEN DEATH. 

The death of Col. Alhert Allmand, attorney 
at law, and commandant of the 54th regiment 
of Virginia Militia, on the morning of the 21st 
of May, at Norfolk, spread a very general 
gloom “over that town according to the state- 
ment of the Beacon. Apparently in full health 
and fine spirits, he fell from his chair, while in 
the act of being shaved, in a barber’s shop, de- 
clared he was dying, and expired in a few 
minutes. He was happy in all his domestic 
relations, and highly respected and esteemed 
in society; and was a citizen soldier during 
the Iast war in which this country was engaged. 
The shipping in the harbour of Norfolk dis- 
sian their colours at half mast; and the 
meinbers of the bar held a meeting, at which 
they eXpressed their deep regret for his loss, 
and resolved to wear the usual badge of 
mourning.—Com. Adv. 


A TERRIBLE DEATH. 
The Madras papers, says the U. S. Telegraph, 


details the following dreadful occurrence. . On 


Jaulnah was thrown into awful consternation 
by the death of Lieutenant M’Murdo, of the 
horse artillery. The deceased, with Lieut. 
Cragie,' of the 28th, and Lieut. Brett of the 


tiger which had been seen near the camp. 
They shortly after met with two; one was shot 
dead by Lieutenant Brett, and the other got 
under cover of a bush, whither the party pro- 
ceeded, when the tiger sprung unawares, with 
a dreadful roar, upon Lieutenant. M’Murdo, 
who was knocked down, with his leg broken. 
The tiger then began to bite at his arms and 
shoulders in an unmerciful manner. Lieut. 
Cragie quickly pierced him through with balls, 
and Lieut. Brett hit him behind the neck 
which threw him off his prey, and killed him. 
They then went to poor M’Murdo, who was 
still sensible, his leg was broken in several 
places, his hands were torn in pieces, and he 
expired before surgical assistance arrived.” 


INDIAN RELIC IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


On Wednesday last, says the Fall River 
Monitor, there was found, washed out of a sand 
bank, in the south-east part of this village, the 
remains of a human being, supposed to be an 
Indian ‘Chief. The chest, which was sur- 
rounded by a belt composed of brass tubes, 
was in .a state of remarkable preservation. 
There were also found with him several pieces 
of brass plate, and a case containing half a dozen 
of brass arrow heads. The whole was envel- 
oped in mats of finély braided bark, and en- 
closed in a case of cedar bark. All the parts 
that came in contact with the metal and were 
near it, present no appearances of decay. The 


and of the arms which rested. upon it, as well 
as the bark that enveloped them, are entirely 
preserved, and remain strong and flexible. 


within the Pocasset purchase, near its northern 
boundary, and within a field that,has been cul- 
tivated nearly a century and a half ago, per- 
haps longer. That the preservation was owing 
to the presence of the metal, there cannot be 


served which were found in connexion with 
and near to it, the rest having disappeared, 
Queries: What tribe of Indians were ever 
known to use brass arrow-heads or metalic trap- 
pings? In what manner did the metal pre- 
serve the parts in connexion with it—by its 
galvanic influence or otherwise? This’subject 
is well worthy the attention of the antiquarian 
and philosopher, as it. furnishes them both an 


A 
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gives 


ps or. mishaps even,as 


became satisfied that the}. 


thoughtless companions, called into the pre- | —— 


the 11th of September, the cantonment of} — 


31st light infantry, proceeded in quest of aj. 


integuments, muscles and bones of the chest} 


The place whence these remains were taken is. 


much question, as only those parts were pre-| E 


“| placed in the cabinet of the Fall River Ly- 


ceum.—WN. Y. 
The noted Gov. Desha’s son, who fied from — 
the United States, died in Texas about the | 
middle of March. On his death-bed he made . 
confession of the murder of Baker, and. one 
other individual who lived in Texas, besides | 
being guilty of on equally criminal] as mur- — 
der.— Ze | 


PIKE & HAYWARD’S 
Cases of Conscience. 
Just Published and for Sale by 
TOWAR, J. & D. M. HOGAN, 4 
Conscience, answered 
in an E lical manner, at the Casuistical Lec- 
ture in Little stfeet, Helen’s Bishopgate-street, by 
S. Pike t? S. Hayward, 
To which is added Tue Srprrituat Compa- 
the Baro ’s Word; being some pioust ts 
offered In answer to several Practical 
first published in the Spirit 1 rs and 
free thoughts‘on the chara hang 
an. y il 


NEW HYMN EDOK. 
JonatHan Leavitt, Th ical Bookseller 
and Publisher, .182 Broadway, New York, has:in 
press, and..will publish the first of next month, 
A SELEcTIon oF Hymns, adafited to the Devo- 
tions of the Closet, the Family, and the Social Cir- 
cle :—and containing subjects appropriate to the 
Monthly Concerta o er for the success of Mis- 
sions and Sunday Schools; and other special occa- 
sions, by A. ALEXANDER, D. D, 
just published an Essay on the warrant, 
nature, and duties, of the office of the Ruliag 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church, in 1 vol. 12me, 
322 pages, by SamvEL MILLER, D. D ae 
A Key to the Shorter Cathechism, containing 
Catecheti¢al Exercises, a paraphrase, and a new 
and regular series of proofs on each answer, (ste- 
reotyped. )—Also, just published, of the same sys- 
tem of teaching, the Protestant Initiatory Cate- 
chism.—First eo in Teaching Children to Read, 
with a Key.—A Help to the Study of the Acts, 
with Exercises.—In press, A help to Genius, and 
the second Initiatory Catechism. : 
J. L. is also the publisher of the Christian Lyre, 
a Musical Periodical, published the first of every 
month, the first six numbers are completed and 
bound in one vol. price 624 cts, single, $6 per doz. 
Being a Periodical, it can be sent by mail, 
unde? 100 miles 9 cts. over 100 miles 15 cts, Or- 
ders for any of the above works respectfully solicit- 


a THEOLOGICAL WORKS. 

For Sale at the Office of The Presbyterian, 

223 Walnut Street, 

Miller on Church Government. 

Confession of Faith of the Presbyterian Church. 

Boston’s Fourfold State, new edition. _ 

Pike and Hayward’s Cases of Conscience, new 
edition. 

Henry’s Exposition. 

The Works of Thomas Chalmers, D. D. com- 

plete in one vol. 8vo. F 

Free Conversation on the Unpardonable Sin, by the 

late James P. Wileon, D. D. 


Faber’s Difficulties of Romanism. 

Gaston’s Collections. 

M‘Farlane’s Essay on Temperance. 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS, &c. 

Brown’s Self-Interpreting Bible. 

Death of Death, by John Owen. 

The works of Josephus, 1 yol. complete. 

Christian Philosopher, by Thos. Dick. : 

Select Sermons, by John Calvin, never before pub- 

_ lished in the United States. 

The most celebrated Sermons of M. Luther. 

Simpson’s Plea for Religion and the Sacred Writ- 
ings. .. 

Buck’s Theological Dictionary. 

Pollock’s Course of ‘Time, 

Taylor’s Holy Living. 

Beatty’s Moral Science. 

Owen on the Glory of Christ. 

do. on the Person of Christ. - 

M‘Calla on Baptism ; Seven day’s Debate with 
Alexander Campbell, 

Owen on the Spirit. 

People’s Right Defended, by ‘‘ Wickliffe.” 

Bunyan’s Grace Abounding. 

Bennet’s Letters, to Young Ladies. 

Gerard’s Biblical Criticism. 

Debates in the Preshytery of Philadelphia, in the 
case of the Rev. Albert Barnes. 


A Discussion of Unitarianism, at Milford, N. J. 
by Rev. W. L. M'Calla, just published. 


All of which will be sold, together with a variety 
of other Books, lower than they can be had any 
where else, at the New Book House, No. 107 Lom- 
bard Street. 


‘\AMILIAR Letters on a variety of seasonable 
and important subjects in Religion. By the 
Rev. Jonathan Dickinson A. M. President of 
Princeton College, N. J. Just received andor sale 
by TOWAR, J. & D. M HOGAN 
May 18 255 Market-street. 


VIEWS IN THEOLOGY. 3 
Just received and for sale, by Towar, J. & D. M,. 
Hogan, 255 Market street. 
VIEWS IN THEOLOGY, No. VIII. 
CONTENTs. 

Article 1. On the Christian Spectator’s Review 
of Bellamy on the Permission of Sin. f 

Article 2. On the Christian Spectator’s Review 
of Dr. Wood’s Letters. 7 

may 18—3t 


Price 37% cts. 
LATE THEOLOGICAL BOOKS, 
_ AND NEW EDITIONS, FOR SALE BY 
TOWAR, J. & D. M. HOGAN, | 
No, 255 Market Street. 


EV. Dr. Miller’s Lectures concerning the 
constitution and order of the Christian Minis- 
try, new edition; to which is prefixed a letter on 


the present aspect and bearing of the Episcopa 
Controversy. 
A Free Conversation on the Unpardonable Sin, 


_wherein the Blasphemy against the 
the Final Apostacy, and the Sin unto Death are 
shown to have been originally distinct, by James P. 
Wilson, D. D. This is the last work from the per 
of the lamented author, and was published on 


day of his decease. : 
‘A new edition of Horne’s Introduction to the 
Study of the Scriptures, with very many correc- 


tions, from the last London edition, printed on fine — 
paper, in 4 vols. octavo. 


ike & Hay ward’s Cases of Conscience, newand | 
good edition. 
Boston’s Fourfold State, do. do. 


Jay’s Closet Exercises, new ed. 2 vols. bound in 
one. 


Boston onthe Covenants of Works and of Grace, 
2 vols. 12mo. good ed. 
Owen on the Spirit, by Burder, do.. do. 
Gaston’s Scripture Collections, 8vo. 
Life of Rev. Matthew Henry, author of the Ex- 
position of the Bible, by Williams, 1 vol. 12mo. 
Marckii Christiane Theologie Medulla. Editio 
Ainericana. 
Picteti ‘Theologia Christiana, 1 vol. 8vo, 
Miller’s Letters, on Clerical Manners and 
Habits. 
The Christian Lyre. 
Serle’s Christian Remembrancer. 
Grimke’s Reflections on Education in connexion 
with the Study of the Bible. 
Professon Stuart’s Prize Essay on Intemperance. 
Henry’s Method of Prayer, new ed. 
Champofion’s Hieroglyphics, with notes, by 
Professor Stuart. 
Swan’s Letters on Missions. Wilk’s Christian 


ssays. 
Stuart’s Essays. Bickersteth’s Chris- 
tian Student. emoira of Mrs. Judson, Payne’s 
Moral Science. | 
Bridge’s Christian Ministry, 2 vols. Cogswell’s 
assistant to Family eo. 


Datural Histo Enthusiasm; and generally al? 
religious and Theological Works, for sale at low , 
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